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ii Editor Steve Aitken 
4 Sa me difference Art Director Stephanie Fagan 


Associate Editors Michelle Gervais, 


IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY NOTICED, Serene 


it won't take you long to see that this issue 


Associate Web Editor Kathryn 


is unlike anything we've done before. Our Geruntho Frank 


feature “100 Skills That Will Make You a 
Better Gardener” spans the breadth of the 


Assistant Editor Brandi Spade 


Senior Copy/ 


gardening experience. We are not implying Production Editor Suzanne Noel 


that these are things you must know. One 
can be an outstanding gardener without 
knowing about many of the skills in this issue. But you can 

be a better gardener by discovering some things you did not 
know. And that is how this issue has exactly the same goal as 
every issue: to make you a better gardener. 

The whole idea for this special issue came about from one 
of the regular discussions among the Fine Gardening editors 
about what skills would help gardeners succeed more often. 
The debate generated a long list, some arguments, plenty of 
must-haves, a few surprises, and one pretty cool issue. Of 
course, some skills didn’t make the list. I pushed for “how to 
take a soil sample” and “how to maintain your boss’s land- 
scape,” but apparently, my title doesn’t grant me the power 
to win every argument. 

Let us know what you think should have been included and 
what could have been omitted. Or come up with your own 
list of 100. We will go back to our regular format for our next 
issue, where we will dig deeper into fewer topics to give you 
the what, the how, and especially the why that will make you 


a better gardener. As always. 


—Steve Aitken, Editor 
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over the fence 


WRITE TO: Over the Fence, Fine Gardening, PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506, or e-mail us at fg@taunton.com. 


‘Moudry’ a potential headache 

In “Fine Gardening’s 2009 Buying Guide” (FG127, June 2009), you list ‘Moudry’ 
fountain grass (Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Moudry’, USDA Hardiness Zones 6-9) as 
a “well-behaved, reliable option that you'll never be sorry you planted.” 

I beg to disagree. ‘Moudry’ proved to be invasive for me here in the Central 
Valley of California, especially because it is drought tolerant and thrives in my 
Zone 9 climate. 

Its seeds propagate easily, popping up unexpectedly even several feet from the 
original plant—inside other plants, on bare spots, etc. The worst part was that these 
seedlings did not readily pull out. I had to dig them out. ‘Moudry’ is a beautiful 
grass when in bloom, but unfortunately, it is a terrible pest here. 


—Mary L. Swanson 
Fresno, California 


Self-sowing confidence 

As someone who has gardened for decades, I was, for some reason, intimidated by 
the idea of direct sowing seeds in my garden. I preferred to keep them inside where 
I could nurture them completely. So I appreciated the article on direct sowing 
(“Veggies Made Easy,” June 2009). Like all of your articles, it answered all of my 
concerns and made me feel like [ could do it. I will let you know how it goes. 


—Kathleen Almond 
Dunbar, West Virginia 


Correction 

Due to a production error, what should have been a photo of 
‘Elegantissima’ redtwig dogwood (left) in our June issue was, 
instead, an image of a variegated weigela (top photo, p. 62). 
We deeply regret the mistake, which was solely ours. 


Reader survey 
Do you grow your ornamentals and edibles in different areas, 
or do you interplant them? 


SEND YOUR ANSWER to fg@taunton.com. In a future issue, 

we will share how your fellow readers responded. 
33% | 

» Response to last issue’s question chose 

In answer to our question about turning to nonorganic organic) 

methods to save a prized plant (Over the Fence, June 2009), 

two-thirds of our readers said, “Yes, | would.” 
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What’s happening at www.finegardening.com 


from 
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< Readers’ photo gallery 
Browse hundreds of garden photos 


readers around the world in our 


online photo gallery. Or create a personal 
profile to share images of your own garden, 
mingle with other gardeners, and enter 
photo contests to win Fine Gardening 


and other great prizes. We’d love to 


see what you’re up to in your garden. 


Find the 
perfect plant » 


Our plant guide www.fine 
gardening.com/ptantguide 
taps into Fine Gardening’s 
wealth of expertise and pro- 
vides you with the info you 
need to make your garden 
grow. You can also sort hun- 
dreds of plants by zone, bloom 
time, moisture requirements, 
foliage color, and more. 


Do you grow 
veggies? Y 

Check out our new Web site: 
www.vegetablegardener.com. 
It's your place to go to learn about 
growing edibles, from starting 
seeds to preparing tasty dishes. 


==7) In your inbox 


FIND A PLANT: 
foundation plants ico} 
OR Browse All Plants 


Viewing 1-3 of 56 ‘Next3 > ‘Page 
i2|si4}sinext> 


Hydrangea paniculata 
Panicle hydrangea 


$eeee 


(5 user reviews) 

Produces gracefully 
arching branches and 
pyramidal clusters of 
white, then pink-tinged to 
dusky purple blossoms. 


Ilex crenata ‘Snowflake’ 
Variegated Japanese 
holly 

oe eae 


(7 user reviews) 
Evergreen shrub with com- 


Dense with rigid branches. 
Slow growing and useful for 
foundation plantings. 


pact, upright, spreading habit. 


Spiraea japonica 
‘Alpina’ 


eeaaw se 


(4 user revies's) 
Low-growing, Clump-! 
shrub with spreading abit 
reaches 30 inches ta!.. 
Clusters of pink flowers 

in late June. 


INSPIRATION, TIPS, AND TECHNIQUES 
Thanks to our free eLetter, you'll have gardening information 


delivered to you when you need it. 


Sign up at www.finegardening.com/eletter 
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An excuse to paint 
something fuchsia 
Have you ever browsed through the dis- 


counted cans of paint mistakes at the hard- 


ware store and wished you had a use for 
one of those crazy colors? If so, here is an 
excuse to put that can in your cart: Found 
objects, old tools (above), and even dead 
trees (right) can jazz up your garden when 
painted in a vivid color. 


— Michelle Gervais is an-associate editor. 
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NEW PLANT 


IT’S SHORT 
AND SASSY— 
just like its 
namesake 


In a perfect 
world, my 
favorite things 
would always 
combine to 
form one 
awesome 
item. Think 
of the pos- 
sibilities: 
cookie-dough 
brownies, 
Boston Red 
Sox high 
heels, or coffee-flavored lip gloss. In 

real life, these amazing pairings are far- 
fetched. But just when | had given up 
hope, a new plant enters the scene and 
pulls together two of my favorite things: 
the shade-loving tiarella and perennial 
guru Stephanie Cohen. 

The first in a new line of heat- and 
humidity-tolerant tiarellas, ‘Stephanie 
Cohen’ tiarella (Tiarella cordifolia ‘Stepha- 
nie Cohen’, USDA Hardiness Zones 3-81) 
features glossy leaves, bubble-gum pink 
blooms, and plum-colored fall foliage. 

The diminutive plant expert is thrilled 
about her namesake. “What’s not to 
love? It is an exceptionally good, short 
tiarella with beautiful markings on the 
leaves and bright blooms. It’s more 
exciting than a lot of other plants out 
there—did | mention it’s short?” Although 
‘Stephanie Cohen’ the plant won’t be 
available until 2011, Stephanie Cohen the 
perennial authority regularly dispenses 
plant recommendations right here in the 
pages of Fine Gardening. 

— Danielle Sherry is an 
associate editor. 


'Zone recommendations may change over time 
as new introductions are further trialed. 


easy of Plants Nouveau; p. 11 (bottom and inset), courtesy of Harriet Hinz and 
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Suuck Lockhart; p. 11 (right), Kwok Chi Chan/www.dreamstime.com 
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CABI Bier 


Esther Gerber, 


NURSERY ETIQUETTE WY 
The other day at a local nursery, | pulled a plant out = 
of its pot to take a look at the condition of the roots 


The garden 
GURU 


An ethical approach 
to thorny garden 
conundrums 


lf you have an — 
ethical gardening 
dilemma, send 

it to the Garden 
Guru at fg@ 
taunton.com. 


TECHNOLOGY | 


Can a computer program 
ZAP INVASIVES? 


You know invasive plants: They creep and crawl and twine their way into every 
corner of the landscape. It can feel like a fool’s game to try to get rid of them. 
But what if someone, or something, could solve this dilemma? 


before purchasing it. My friend looked shocked oo 


and one of the nursery workers gave me a funny 
look. Was | wrong? 


—Janet Braiche, Waseca, Minnesota 


Garden Guru: One doesn’t see many people 
taking plants out of their pots at nurseries. 
Actually, one doesn’t see enough people taking 
plants out of their pots at nurseries. Inspecting 
the roots of a plant before you buy it is a smart 
move, one that is well within your rights as a 
consumer. This action is not like taking a bite 
of an apple at a grocery store, then putting 

it back because you didn’t like the taste. 

As long as you put the plant back in the pot in 
the same condition you found it, the nursery 
should have no problem with your inspection. 
If you have doubts, ask someone on staff. If it’s 
not allowed, shop elsewhere. As to the funny 
look, think nothing of it. It could have been 


anything—likely not even something related to you. 


A new computer program, developed by researchers from the University of Illinois, 
Michigan State University, Cornell University, and the Commonweatth Institute of 


Biological Control in Switzerland, has been designed to simulate the effects of various 


predators against large growths of invasive plants to determine the best way to 
combat the problem —without disturbing the natural environment. A recent trial run 
put the program up against common garlic mustard (Alfaria petiolata, bottom right), 


INVASIVE 
ALERT 


The following plant 
recommended in this 
issue is considered 
invasive in some 
areas of the country. 
Please visit www. 
invasive.org/weed 
us/index.html for 
more information. 
* Elephant’s ear 
(Colocasia 
esculenta), page 32 


4 
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an invasive weed that continues to spread far and wide, choking out forest floors and 
popping up in backyard gardens. The possible solution was found in the form of a tiny 
weevil (Ceutorhynchus scrobicollis, top right): small, yes, but effective. Researchers 
await approval from the U. S. Department of Agriculture to test the weevil outside the 
laboratory in uncontrolled situations. For information on this and other weed-related 
subjects, visit the Weed Science Society of America at www.wssa.net. 

—Brandi Spade is an assistant editor. 
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ye BEST TIP 


Shop for container 
plants in your 
own yard 


There is 
nothing like 
colorful 
annuals to 
add color 
and pizzazz 
to my sum- 
mer pots. For 
filler plants, 
however, | 
like to shop 
in my own 
yard. Divi- 
sions of 
perennials — 
like liriope 
(Liriope 
muscari and 
cvs., USDA 
Hardiness 
Zones 6-10, top), sedums 
(Sedum spp. and cvs., Zones 
3-9), hostas (Hosta spp. and 
cvs., Zones 3-9, center), orna- 
mental grasses, bleeding hearts 
(Dicentra spp. and cvs., Zones 
3-9, bottom), artemisia (Arte- 
misia spp. and cvs., Zones 
3-9), and even irises (Iris spp. 
and cvs., Zones 3-9)—work 
wonderfully for adding bulk 
and height. An added bonus 
of using perennials is that the 
plants can be planted back In 
the garden In fall. 


—Joan Schoettelkotte 
Edgewood, Kentucky 
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READERS’ IDEAS 


Mark the start of vining plants 
Cucumber plants require lots of water. 
When they really get growing, they trail 
throughout my garden, and I used to 
have trouble finding the sources of the 
plants to water them. So, now, when I 
plant them, I place a flag at each plant 
(like the ones that utility companies use 
to mark underground wires.) 
—Elizabeth Palulis 
Buchanan, Michigan 


High-end stepping-stones 

My husband recycles granite sink cutouts 

to create stepping-stones in our garden. 

The cutouts are free because they are 

being discarded by a stone and tile store 

that cuts granite for countertops. 

—Sharon Hoffman 

Jacksonville, Florida 


Keeping the compost pile moist 
I use a soft-drink-bottle watering system 
to keep my compost pile moist while I'm 


Where to water? It’s easy to 
lose track of the origin of a 
rambling cucumber or squash 
vine. Mark the source with a flag. 


on vacation..I punch holes in the tops 
of 2-liter bottles, fill them with water, 
and stick them upside down into the 
pile. The water seeps into the pile while 
I'm away—and it looks odd, too, which 
amuses my neighbors. 
—Dee Nash 
Guthrie, Oklahoma 


Speed up a slow watering can 
My watering cans emptied too slowly, so 
I grabbed my electric drill, selected an 
appropriately sized bit, and enlarged the 
holes slightly. Watering now takes about 
half as much time—and the larger holes 
don’t clog up as easily. 
—Rebecca Chesin 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


No more muddy floors 

I was tired of removing my muddy 
gardening shoes every time I needed 
something in the house. I now keep a 
pair of inexpensive shower caps by my 


A moist compost pile 
is a happy compost 
pile. If you'll be away 
during a dry spell, keep 
your heap moist with 
bottle waterers. 


Photos: Jennifer Benner. Itius\, ations: Chuck Lockhart 
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back door and slip them over my shoes 
wheneyer I run inside. 
—Joy Hale 
Clovis, California 


Let Flickr organize your info 

I was getting overrun with plant tags 
and kept forgetting which plants they 
belonged to. I was already in the habit 
of posting pictures of my plants on 
www.flickr.com, so | started taking a 
picture of the plant tags, as well. When 
I upload my photos, I have the plant 
information handy on the next photo, 
which I type into the description field. 
I also set up different Flickr sets for 
each area of my garden, so I can go 
through just the photos from the front 
yard, for instance. ] can now access my 


COOPERSMITH’S 
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plant information and share it with peo- ° 
ple from any computer. 
—Megan Hansen 
Portland, Oregon 


Use the light stand all year 
I live in a short-season area, so in early 
spring, I start many annuals and vege- 
tables from seed inside under grow lights. 
1 don’t put my lights away once the 
plants move to the garden. I use them 
for starting perennials inside during the 
summer; the sowings are spared the 
hot sun before I plant them out in the 
garden in fall. The rest of the year, I 
grow microgreens from seeds I have left 
in my vegetable seed packets. 
—Peter Lapre 
Enfield, New Hampshire 


PRIZE FOR 
BEST TIP 


Share your tip and you 
could win a $100 gift 
certificate from Sequim 
Rare Plants (www.sequim 
rareplants.com). 


varlotios of 
yov1parbe heuffey), 


www SequimRarePiants com 
v0 ss D 


» SEND YOUR TIPS TO: 
Tips, Fine Gardening, 
PO Box 5506, Newtown, 
CT 06470-5506, or 
fg@taunton.com. 

We pay for tips 
we publish. 


Free 
Iris Booklet! 
fe 


Send for your free full color booklet 
packed full of bargain collections, 
growing tips and planting ideas so 

you can try these incredible flowers 

in your garden! Direct from the 
grower. Send for your FREE Booklet 
today! Or call toll-free 


1-800-525-2367 ext 55 


IRIS GARDENS 
3625 Quinahy Rd NE, Dept. 55, Salem, OR 97303 


www.schreinersgardens.com 
reader service no. 29 


Large, lush blooms and sweet perfume make 
Peonies the essential perennial for your garden. 
Choose from dozens of varieties, shipped in fall. 


www.whiteflowerfarm.com/peony 


arden 


www.imustgarden.com 
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Do you have a gardening question? 
If so, Send your query to: Q&A, Fine Gardening, PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506, or fg@taunton.com. 
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Conserving resources with water crystals 
Do water crystals really save me time on watering, or are they just 
another marketing ploy? —Sherry Tyson, Topeka, Kansas 


i The theory behind these water-absorbing gels (also 
Jeff Gillman, ; called hydrogels) is that, when mixed with potting 
associate professor media or soil, they absorb water during waterings 

of horticulture at the ( and release it as the media dries, vastly decreasing 
University of Minnesota t the number of waterings needed during a season. 
and author of The Truth Several university-based research projects, a few of 
about Garden Remedies, | which I have run myself, have examined how well 
responds: 1 these products work. Much, but not all, of this 

: research indicates that hydrogels are not effective 

at extending time between waterings. 

There are two basic types of hydrogels: Polyacryla- 
mide gels (left) are like sugar in terms of both color 
and texture, while starch-based gels (right) are 
usually tan and shaped like instant-coffee granules. 
In our studies, plants potted with polyacrylamide A Geel eee 
gels did not fare better than plants without. When Granules 
we tested a starch gel, we did see some modest ! 
benefits—an extra day at most between waterings. 
Both gel types work best in extremely well-drained - 
soils and potting media. : ‘ oot 


A small, dry scoop of 
polyacrylamide gels 
(above) Icoks skimpy. But 


just add water (below), and ° 
alittle goes a long way. Be a well-informed consumer 

If you’re interested in trying these products despite their spotty success 
record, be cautious of a few things: 

» SWELLING: The first thing that a gardener usually notices upon mixing too 
much polyacrylamide gel into a container and watering it is that potting soil 
tumbles out as the gel swells from absorbing so much water. Starch-based 
gels do not have this problem. 

» FERTILIZER: If fertilizers are used along with hydrogels, they will prevent 
the hydrogels from absorbing as much water as they otherwise might. 


& SAFETY: Although some people have questioned the safety of polyacryla- 
mide gels, there isn’t much hard evidence that they are harmful if used 
as intended. Nonetheless, it is always best to err on the side of caution. 
Handle these products with gloves, avoid using them around children or 
animals, and keep them far away from food and drink. 
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SLED 


A_litetime 
of moments 


Than 


However you choose to use your Hartley greenhouse, whether it's growing organic fruit and vegetables, 
caring for tender plants or simply your own place of refuge you can be sure of this, it will last a lifetime 


and provide many memorable moments. 


+ Exclusively Endorsed by the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew »« Established Over 70 Years 
« Made to Order or Bespoke Quality Structures »* Handmade in Greenfield, England » Competitive Prices 


e All Products Manufactured by Hartley « Excellent Customer Service and Care * Range of Colors 


Nothing else is a Hartley 


For details of our current offers 
AND A COPY OF OUR LATEST BROCHURE CALL 


7 8 93, 3) roo 3 “ase. ROYAL | 


fgus@hartleybotanic,com HARTLEY BOTANIC &% BOTANIC 
hartleybotanic.com agase KEW 


A Cape fuchsia that’s in harmony 
with the rest of the gang 


NAME: ‘Peach Trombone’ 
Cape fuchsia (Phygelius 
‘Peach Trombone’) 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 
7to9 

CONDITIONS: Full sun to 


partial shade; well-drained soil <_—_—_—__——__»> 
Up to 3 feet wide 


Up to 


] HAVE A THING for Cape fuchsia—and why 
not? Its long, tapered spikes of gracefully nodding 
blooms attract hummingbirds from spring until 
frost, adding a special punch to the garden. My 
only reservation is their traditional color range. 
The familiar Cape fuchsias are flaming orange, 
fire-engine red, and fluorescent salmon, which 
only work in the hottest and loudest planting 
schemes. But, now, all that’s changing, thanks in 
part to ‘Peach Trombone’. Close up, each 2-inch- 
long blossom is a complex medley of salmon, 
orange, cream, apricot, and chartreuse, At a dis- 
tance, these colors coalesce into a sparkling peach 
hue. Rarely have I seen pastel flowers with so 
much life to them. They gleam like pearls in 
semishade, and their gentle glow against a dark 
background is hard to resist. 


3 feet tall 


> Soften the surroundings: ‘Peach Trom- 
bone’ magically rounds out and softens loud- 
colored neighbors. I especially love it next to 
‘Desdemona’ ligularia (Ligularia dentata ‘Des- 
demona’, Zones 4-8), where its blossoms sparkle 
against the deep purple foliage while taming 
the ligularia’s blazing golden blooms. 


> lts size depends on its location: In 
Zones 7 and 8, ‘Peach Trombone’ behaves like 
an herbaceous perennial, but in Zone 9 and 
warmer, it is a shrubby evergreen that can 
reach 3 feet in height. 


» Watch the water: Adequate winter drainage 
is a must to avoid root rot. 


—~ 
—Andrew Schulman is a landscape designer in Seattle, Washington. 


ZONES: 2 to 8 


well-drained soil 


large shrub that blooms for 


NAME: ‘Josee’ dwarf lilac (Syringa ‘Josee’) 


SIZE: 4 to 6 feet tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade; 


Everyone loves lilacs. Their fragrance is unmatched 
in the garden, but their bloom time is so quick that 
many of us can’t justify allotting the space to a 


There is such a thing as a reblooming lilac 


. SOURCES 

Joy Creek Nursery, 
Scappoose, Ore.; 
503-543-7474; 
www.joycreek.com 


The Crownsville 
Nursery, Strasburg, 
Va.; 540-631-9411; 
www.crownsville 
nursery.com 


With the new ‘Josee’ lilac, though, there is no 


, excuse for having a lilacless landscape. 


This dwarf, mildew-resistant variety blooms, 
and blooms, and blooms. The lavender-pink 


flowers first appear in midspring and continue to 
put on a show until the first frost. So be sure to 


you won't regret it. 


only a few short weeks. 
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make a little space for this small wonder shrub— 


SOURCE: ‘Josee’ lilac is available through Spring Hill 
Nurseries in Tipp City, Ohio (www.springhillnursery.com). 


| 

| ’ 
i PLANT PICK | . 
from Stephanie Cohen 


Stephanie Cohen is a plant expert, 
. author, and lecturer who travels 


from coast to coast sharing her vast = 

gardening knowledge 
Interesting markings set 
this hosta apart A 
NAME: ‘Stitch in Time’ hosta | 
(Hosta ‘Stitch in Time’) 10 to 

‘ait 
ZONES: 3 to 9 tr ps 
CONDITIONS: Partial to full Y 
shade; rich, moist soil (——— 
24 inches wide 


WITH THE EXCEPTION of hosta aficionados, most 
1 gardeners don’t get overly excited when it comes to these 
common plants. They usually use them simply as fillers in 
the shade. Hundreds of new cultivars are introduced each 
* year, but unless one is decidedly different, 1 don’t pay much 
attention to it. The first time I saw ‘Stitch in Time’ hosta, 
however, it was immediate plant lust, and I had to have it 
right away. I knew that this particular hosta was going to 
become an icon because of its truly unique leaf markings. 
The leathery, vivid yellow leaves are slightly puckered, 
and each is enhanced by a pattern that looks like a lime 
green Christmas tree. As the leaf matures, the points get 
thinner, resembling pulled stitches. If you dofi’t have this 
hosta yet, you need to make it a new addition to your 
garden this year. 


y of Spring Meadow Nursery; p. 17 
ery. Illustrations: Chuck Lockhart 


o Cae / 
> Make it a star: Don’t be afraid to put this stunner 
in a spot where it commands attention. 


» It’s worth the investment: Do not get intimidated 


Photos. p. 16 (top), courtesy of The Crownsville Nursery; p. 16 (bottom), courtes 
(left), courtesy of Stephanie Cohen; p. 17 (right), courtesy of Plant Delights Nurs: 


by the price tag on this hosta. It is a tad scarce in cultivation and SOURCES 
not the easiest plant to propagate—and the price reflects it. Made in the Shade 
Gardens, Olathe, 
> Slugs and deer find it tasty: Deer love to eat hosta as a Kans.; 913-829-0760; 
1 A : -host ; 
salad buffet. If I ever see them near my expensive, beautiful ioe oe con 
hosta, venison burgers mightde on the menu. Slugs can also do Plant Delights Nursery, 
b h b Railookoutront! dunk Raleigh, N.C.; 919- 
a number on nostas, so be on the lookout for them and take 772-4794; www.plant 
appropriate measures if they show up,to the party uninvited. delights.com 
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healthy garden 


MYCORRHIZA: It works so you don’t have to 


IT SOUNDS LIKE science fiction: 
Unseen underground organisms latch 
onto plant roots, forcing them to grow 
larger and healthier. The fact that 
encouraging this organism takes only a 
lack of action on your part makes it seem 
even more like fantasy. But it’s true. 

Mycorrhiza (my-co-RYE-za) is a 
congenial relationship between a 
plant and a fungus, where the fungus 
acts as an extension of the plant's root 
system and aids it in taking in tons of 
healthy nutrients. One end of the 
hairlike strands of fungus connects to 
the roots of plants, while the other 
end courses through the soil. The best 
part is that you don’t have to do much 
to encourage mycorrhiza. 


IT BRINGS FOOD TO YOUR PLANTS 
The most obvious benefit of mycor- 
rhiza is increased nutrient uptake for the 
plant, especially with important nutri- 
ents, such as phosphorus, that have low 
solubility. Mycorrhiza also helps plants 
take up water and fend off disease, and it 
improves soil structure. 

Plants don’t get all these benefits for nothing. Fungi 
can’t make their own carbohydrates, but plants can 
through photosynthesis. Mycorrhizal fungi basically tap 
some of the carbohydrates the plant produces. 

Just about every plant you see, even your houseplant, is 
probably mycorrhizal; by some estimates, 80 to 90 percent 
of wild and cultivated plants have this healthy root-to- 


FUNGI 


MYCORRHIZAL 


You don’t 
need fancy 
products when 
nature is on 
your side. 
Mycorrhizal 
fungi partner 
with roots to 
expand their 
reach for water 
and nutrients. 


ORIGINAL 


ROOTS 


fungus relationship. Most of the mushrooms on the forest 
floor in spring and fall are the reproductive structures of 
mycorrhizal fungi popping up through the ground to spread 
their spores. Most mycorrhizal fungi are not so obvious, 
though, and they work unobtrusively beneath your vegeta- 
bles and flowers, as well as your lawn, shrubs, and trees, The 
truffle prized by gourmets is one such fungus. 

Mycorrhizae are sometimes absent in soils, typically in 
special situations such as in soils treated heavily with 


Sometimes it’s all about what you don’t do 


e DON’T use excess fertilizer, especially phosphorus fertilizers, or you'll suppress mycorrhizal formation. 
© DON’T use harmful amounts of pesticides that can eliminate mycorrhizae. 


e DON’T till excessively—or at all— because disturbing the soil chops up those fungal threads. 


@ DO apply organic materials to the soil, especially as mulches, to maintain a healthy soil environment. 
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pesticides and in sterilized potting soil. A few plant 
families, such as the cabbage family (Brassicaceae) 
and the goosefoot family (Chenopodiaceae), generally 
do not form mycorrhizae. 


HEALTHY SOIL DOESN’T NEED ADDITIONS 

OF MYCORRHIZAL FUNGI 

With all of its benefits, any wise gardener would 

want their plants to be mycorrhizal. Some old-time 
gardeners, for example, intuitively dig a handful of 
soil from beneath old yet healthy apple trees to throw 
in the planting holes of new apple trees. These days, 
you can purchase inoculum for mycorrhizal fungi 
rather than digging up mounds of soil from nearby 
healthy plants. 


Denis Curtiss 
Sculptor 


860-927-3420 
Lifesize Sculpture 
Steel or Bronze 


3 Carter Road (near Kent Falls) 
Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754 


Visit us online to take advantage 
of great spring deals! 


Everything you need for planting season 
delivered to your door. 


Free shipping over $100 


www.mastergardening.com 


reader service no. 72 


The optimal species of mycorrhizal fungus might 
depend on the host plant species and its age (as well as 
environmental conditions, such as the kind of soil, sea- 
sonal temperatures, moisture, and nutrients available), 
so there’s no guarantee that the fungi-laden soil that you 
throw into a planting hole or the inoculum that you 
purchase is going to be better for your plants than what 
is already there. 

If you have healthy soil, mycorrhizal fungi are probably 
already present, just waiting to form helpful bonds with 
your plants’ roots. Inoculating your soil isn’t necessary, 
but you probably wouldn’t do any harm beyond putting 
a dent in your wallet. 


—Lee Reich is a soil scientist in New Paltz, New York. 


DR® CHIPPER’ 


Just load a DR® RAPID-FEED™ CHIPPER, si: - 


back, and watch it chip branches up to 5 ’" gh’. 


SELF-FEEDING saves time and energy. Mc 
branches can be dropped into the hopper and v 
self-feed, instead of you having to force-feed. 
CHIP BRANCHES UP TO 5-1/2" 

thick with powerful engines up to 18 HP. 
PRO-SPEC™ CHIPPER KNIFE is made 
of forged alloy tool steel, making it exceptionally 
strong with an excellent edge-holding ability. 


TOLL-FREE 


888-212-8571 


www.DRchipper.com 
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Things every Our region is known for its abundant natural resources, challenging weather 


patterns, and, of course, an unrelenting deer population. Here are some tips 
Northeast on what to avoid, what to preserve, and how to approach gardening in our 
ga rdener unique corner of the world. 


Ss h ou ld know —Mary Richardson is the owner of Burnett's Landscaping in Salem, Connecticut. 


Less lawn is good. With rocky soils and wild 
weather extremes, it can be a formidable challenge to keep a 
lawn healthy—or even intact—here. By reducing the amount of 
turf area around your home, you lessen the amount of chemi- 
cals needed to keep your lawn green and healthy and, thereby, 
decrease the amount of toxic runoff that ends up in your local 
water supply. One option is to replace portions of the lawn with 
colorful beds of drought-tolerant, deer-resistant native plants 
that don’t require mowing or fertilizing. For the remaining lawn 
area, use organic lawn and landscape treatments. 


Don’t plant a deer smorgasbord. The little 
baby fawns are adorable, the does are graceful, the bucks are 
majestic, and the whole family will absolutely decimate your 
garden. In the Northeast, deer are everywhere, and they're 
hungry—very hungry. The lack of natural predators and the 
expansion of suburbs into native habitat have created extreme 
feeding pressures. Be sure to plant a palette of deer-resistant 
plants; identifying these plants is easy with a little research and 

some guidance from experienced local gardeners. If the deer 
problem gets out of control, use some of the new repellent 
sprays and electronic deterrent systems. 


tf Invasives are a hot topic. (nvasive plant species 
are a real problem in our area. Common reed (Phragmites 
australis, pictured) has run rampant, choking out our tidal wet- 

land plants. Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergil) has taken 
over vast areas of our forests, crowding out native species. If 

you’re not sure what plants are considered a threat to our area, 
| check out the Web site of the Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Working Group at www.hort.uconn.edu/CIPWG for more infor- 
mation. The best plan of action is to use native plants, many of 
which are also deer resistant. 


You are at risk for Lyme disease. Gardeners 
are a prime target for deer ticks. These tiny bloodsuckers can 
be almost impossible to spot, so wearing light-colored clothing 
and checking yourself thoroughly after you’ve been out in the 
garden is a good idea. Few things can ruin a pleasant garden- 
ing experience more than a nasty case of Lyme disease. For 
more tips on avoiding Lyme disease, check out the Web site 
of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at www. 
ede.gov/ncidod/dvbid/lyme. 
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courtesy of Scott Bauer, the Agricultural Research Service, USDA 
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The secret to lush lawns and vibrant plants is fertilizer that feeds the 
soil naturally, You feed the soil and the soil feeds your plants, just the 
way nature intended. Bradfield Organics® fertilizers are safe for your 
seedlings and children and pets too. Remember, the longer you use 
Bradfield Organics” fertilizers, the more beautiful life becomes. 


© 2007, PMI Nutrition Intern sticn iL. 22 


Working with Nature, Not Against it. 
www.bradfieldorganics.com| 800. 551.9564 
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Things every Gardening in the Southeast is seductive, with beautiful plants exploding in a 


"succession of year-round blooms and fragrance. But beware: You'll encounter 
So utheast many roadblocks along the way. A recent study, however, discovered that just 
gardener living near a garden extends life—making all the effort well worth your while. 
should kn Ow —Tara Dillard is a garden designer from Stone Mountain, Georgia. 


| Weather is consistently inconsistent. 


Southeastern weather dictates plant selection and the planting 
season. Winter here may reach negative temperatures or may 
not arrive at all. Plants break dormancy only to experience new 
growth being killed by late frosts. Fall begins in October and 
ends at Christmas, and it’s the best time to plant. Established 
plants can be moved throughout winter, but plant judiciously 
in spring. Plants must withstand summers of too much or too 
little water and random days of extreme heat, so it’s best to 
make sure that they are well established before enduring those 
rigors. With water bans, restrictions, and high water prices, 

it’s safest to plant in fall. 


Your zone isn’t all you need to know. ff 

you move from Texas to Georgia, you’ll discover that the best- 
performing crape myrtle back home is eclipsed by a different 
one in Georgia. It may be the same zone, but you’ll encounter 
different soil, elevation, and unknowns. Bloom times across the 
South may vary widely from the published information. Expect 
a range of two to four weeks for first blooms on shrubs and 
many perennials. Don’t be afraid to try tender perennials and 
exotics. With changing weather patterns and temperatures, 
many of these selections have come to thrive for years. To 
increase the chances of their survival, don’t cut them back until 
the fast threat of frost has passed in spring; otherwise, stems 
that are cut back will hold water, freeze, and probably die. 


You don’t have to tolerate mosquitoes. 
Mosquitoes appear after freezing temperatures end and when 
days are fabulous for outside living. Aside from getting rid of 
standing water, you can contro! mosquitoes by regulating air- 
flow. Include ceiling fans over your outdoor dining and seating 
areas. Mosquitoes cannot tolerate the breeze. 


Good advice stands the 
test of time. The best written 
advice on landscaping and garden- 
ing in the Southeast isn’t a recent 
publication; it’s a book first pub- 
lished in 1942: A Southern Garden 
by Elizabeth Lawrence. It’s a testa- 
ment to how well sound gardening 
advice holds up. Seeking beauty 
and blossoms all year, Lawrence 
was organic, sustainable, and 
waterwise when green was a color, 
not a trend. 
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Plants that Work® Bring on the Heat”- 70 regional selections that thrive in the high heat and humid- Pp q 
ity of summer. Tropical color, textures, and foliage for landscapes and containers. Available only ‘thatY} 


at fine locally-owned garden centers. Learn more and where to buy at www.plantsthatwork.com. 
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Keep your Fine Gardening back 
issues looking brand new. 


Store your treasured copies of Fine 
Gardening in slipcases for easy reference 
again and again! Bound in dark green and 
embossed in gold, each case holds more 
than a year’s worth of Fine Gardening. 


Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 
Plus shipping and handling. Payable in U.S. funds, 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the U.S. 
and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 
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Arizona Pottery 


“One Garden Pot of a Truckload of Pottery™ 
Sl —SSev 


Jewell 
Series 


ArizonaPottery.com 
fiberglass * terracotta * poly resin * metal 
concrete * rustic * ceramic * stone * gifts 


toll free ~ 800.420.1808 / 602.795.3616 wav ArizonaPottery. com 
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Things every 


Take pleasure in the menagerie of choices the Midwest has to offer. Gardening 


Mi dw e t ' here is a marathon, not a sprint, with parameters from weather to wildlife. If you 
S apply common sense and realistic goals, then you’ll unleash the beauty of win- 
gardener ter’s sleekness, spring's explosion, summer’s serenity, and autumn’s colors. 


should know 


Your planting site holds the key. Inthe 
Midwest, a calm, sunny day can suddenly turn to calamity 
with clouds spitting out sleet, snow, and hail. Tornadoes and 
other severe weather often appear out of nowhere. To protect 
your property and your landscape, all intelligent plant selec- 
tions (especially regarding trees and shrubs) should start 

with site planning. Avoid planting based on snap decisions 
relating to visual appeal with no thought of growth habit, 
mature plant size, or seasonal attributes. Here, our weather 
extremes dictate plant choice, so choose hardy, sturdy plants 
that are the right size for the job to minimize future care and 
maintenance worries. 


Know your soil. Midwestern ground ranges froma 
dense, heavy, immobile clay quagmire to overly porous, migra- 
tory riverbed sediment. This poses many concerns for your 
plants and makes soil testing essential rather than optional 

for growing strong plants. Testing will reveal the specifics— 
physical or chemical—of your soil and indicate what changes 
are necessary to grow your favorite plants. The extra effort of 
amending the soil will provide many rewards, including erosion 
control and healthier low-maintenance plants. 


Drought must be dealt with. Though our winters 
are often filled with heavy snow and ice, the Midwest is no 
stranger to drought. Summer here can bring weeks of hot, dry 
weather. Choose sturdy, native plants that can handle both 
long, harsh winters and hot, dry summers. When planting new 
trees and shrubs, choose a point in spring or fall when you can 
provide your plants plenty of water and time to adapt; root 
systems need to grow strong before the trying times set in. 
Apply a thick layer of mulch to hold in moisture and control soil 
temperatures. Mulch, on average, 3 to 4 inches deep for trees 
and shrubs and 1 to 2 inches for annuals and perennials. 


Two tools are essential. Two tools are especially 
helpful in the Midwest: a garden spade and bypass hand 
pruners. Because clay soil is a staple of this region, | often go 
straight for a square-bottomed garden spade to cut through 
the tough soil. A forward-turned step makes digging in any soil 
easier. With constantly changing weather, pruning is also a 
regular affair. Byoass hand pruners make the cleanest cuts and 
reduce the incidence of stem dieback. When you are facing the 
common demands of this region, take time to determine what 
tool is really needed and what is best for the job at hand. 
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—Mike Miller is a landscape designer and is the host of 
KMOX Garden Hotline in St. Louis, Missouri. 


Photos: #1, Jennifer Brown: 42, Meiiss2 Lucas: #3, courtesy cf U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; #4, Brandi Spade 
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Home Greenhouses 


www.sturdi-built.com 
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Keeps your plants alive 


- 50 years nationwide experience and makes them thrivel 


« Many architectural styles 
+ Custom modifications possible 
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Free Catalog: 1-800-334-4115 
11304 SW Boones Ferry Rd., Portland, OR 97219 


* “Over-watering” is now 
a thing of the past. 
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* An ingenious water 
gauge indicates 
water usage. 


Finally, A Fence That 
Keeps Deer Out! 


We are the largest TENAX distributor 
for deer fencing materials and related 
supplies. 


We provide a lightweight, high strength, 
virtually invisible mesh barrier which 
has proved to be an effective deer 
deterrent for both garden areas or 
entire properties. 


* Self-watering design 
Saves you time. 


Professional Installation for NY Metro 
and New England areas 


Cail for more information or our latest 
Catalog, 


www.nodeer.com 


and elegant 
apes brighten up 
ur home 


Specialty Agricultural Products, LLC 
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BARTLETT. 


BECAUSE FULL,. HEALTHY TREES 
MAKE FOR FULL, HEALTHY LIVES. 


The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us are valuable assets that 
deserve care and protection. For over 100 years, we've led both the science and 
services that make your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of your tree 
and shrub care needs, our experts provide you with a rare mix of local service, 


global resources and innovative practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. 
And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees. 


BARTLETT 
/_TREE EXPERTS 


SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907 


For the life of your trees. 


PRUNING . FERTILIZATION . PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT . REMOVAL 
PLEASE CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM 


www.finegardening.com | August 2009 25 


Things every Gardening in a climate that is sometimes as harsh as it is beautiful 

. creates some challenges. Luckily, with the proper plant choices and 
Southern Plains some trouble-shooting tips, gardening in the South can also be a joy. 
ga rdener —Matt Warnock Turner is the author of Remarkable Plants of Texas: 


j Uncommon Accounts of Our Common Natives. 
should know 


Wildflowers work. Some of the most outstanding 
flowers of North America are native to this region and are 
easy to grow despite our brutal summers, when temperatures 
regularly hover around 95°F and rain is scarce. Where rainfall 
exceeds 30 inches a year, try Engelmann’s daisy (Engelmannia 
peristenia, USDA Hardiness Zones 4-9), ironweed (Vernonia 
baldwinii, Zones 5-9, pictured), or Maximilian sunflower 
(Helianthus maximiliani, Zones 4-9). Where rainfall is scarce, 
lean toward blackfoot daisy (Velampodium leucanthum, Zones 
7-11), pink plains penstemon (Penstemon ambiguus, Zones 
4-9), or Dakota vervain (Glandularia bipinnatifida, Zones 5-9). 


Mulch is critical. Given our hot, dry summers, failure 
to mulch newly planted beds is one of the most common 
mistakes gardeners make in this region. Mulch serves many 
purposes: It keeps soils cool in summer (and warm in winter), 
encourages beneficial microorganisms, and helps control 
weeds. When sudden downpours come (and rain rarely falls 
gently here), mulch slows runoff and reduces soil compaction. 
It also protects plants from drying winds. Organic mulches are, 
by far, the best because they gradually decompose and enrich 
the soil. Use a 2- to 4-inch-deep layer for the best results. 


Grasses are a no-brainer. Ina region that is 
essentially grassland, it’s smart to use ornamental grasses 
because they are naturally adapted to clay soils, sporadic rain, 
and intense temperatures. In the eastern half of our region, 
try selections like little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium, 
Zones 2-7), which is blue-green in summer and a russet- 
copper color in fall and winter. Indian grass (Sorghastrum 
nutans, Zones 4-9, pictured) is the state grass of Oklahoma 
and reaches 3 to 5 feet tall. It's a spectacular choice, as 
well, with plumelike, bright golden seed heads in fall. Farther 
west, as rain decreases, consider sideoats grama (Bouteloua 
curtipendula, Zones 5-9), the state grass of Texas, with its 
rows of dangling seeds. 


You have to cope with clay. Many people in our 
region garden in the rich, heavy clays of the prairie. While 
these soils are nutritious, their dense particles have poor 
drainage and prevent oxygen from getting to the roots. If you 
want to grow plants not adapted to these conditions, you'll 
have to loosen the soils by adding compost, mulch, decom- 
posed granite, and greensand. 
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* Virginia 57. , 93. courtesy of Kristina Jonsen, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, #4, Steve Aitken 
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Enjoy special 50% off savings 
until midnight, July 31, 2009. 


To save, go to this web address now: 


www.FineGardening.com/Sale 
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Things every Our heat and aridity may lead you to believe that this is a ridiculous place to 


__ attempt a garden, but for sculptural form, adaptive plants, and unique geology, 
Southwest the Southwest is endlessly fascinating for gardeners seeking new frontiers. 
gardener. 


—Scott Calhoun is a landscape designer and writer in Tucson, Arizona. 
should know 


Minimalism works. Desert gardens save water not 
only because they use water-thrifty plants but also because 
these plants are spaced farther apart than they would be in 
traditional designs. Minimalist gardens are characterized by 
stillness and equilibrium between planted and unplanted 
spaces. Minimalist desert gardens rely on long-lived succu- 
lent plants for structure; for this reason, they can be more 
satisfying and enduring than gardens that employ a higher 

| percentage of shorter-lived herbaceous plants. 


| Succeed with succulents. Turfgrass is not suited 
to our residential landscapes; we are, however, the center of 
the universe for growing cacti and succulents. More than mere 
accent plants, succulents form the sculptural backbone of arid 
gardens, Plants such as agaves (Agave spp. and cvs., USDA 
Hardiness Zones 9-11, pictured) come in varieties that thrive in 
every corner of the region. Combine their star-shaped form 
with spherical barrel-type cacti for excellent sculptural effects. 


Views can be borrowed. Many garden settings 
in our region are graced with dramatic views of the mountains 
and sky, making the Japanese design principle of shakkei, or 
borrowed landscape, a popular motif in our gardens. Framing 
and fronting a picturesque view of mountains with native 
plantings is an inexpensive way to bring massive ancient 
geology into a yard. This practice—which some call “vista 
and vignette” —is a hallmark of western gardens. 


You need to make shade. Cities have become 


heat islands in which increased paving and development E 
cause the mean temperature to rise by as much as 10°F. As a = 
a 
result, we need trees more than ever to cast shade and to 2 
cool our homes and gardens. Trees can greatly ameliorate the a 
effect of urban heat islands. In our home gardens, we can i 
grow our own air-conditioning by planting trees in a solar arc : 
around the north, east, and west sides of the house. 
; 
a 
| : 
| 3 
o 
az 
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Things every Gardening in the Rocky Mountain region presents unique 
Rocky M ountains challenges, but the joys and rewards are appreciated as much 


here as in any region. Short seasons, highly variable conditions, 


ga rdener and poor soils require site-specific strategies. 
should kn OW —Dan Eskelson is a garden designer in Priest River, Idaho. 


You can extend the season. in many parts of 
the Rocky Mountains, the growing season is quite short. We 
can extend the season on both ends by using cold frames, 
cloches, greenhouses, and other structures and techniques for 
plant protection. This is especially true for edibles but also 
valuable for ornamentals. Tender and semihardy annuals must 
be started with protection from spring frosts, and ornamentals 
that may be on the edge of their preferred hardiness zone are 
often pampered with protection at critical times. 


You have microclimates. The USDA Hardiness 
Zone Map of this region presents masses of swirling, non- 
contiguous color, roughly indicating boundaries of mountains, 
valleys, altitudes, and latitudes. Hardiness zones range all the 
way from Zones 1 to 7 and can vary within a short geographi- 
cal distance. The gardening techniques and plants that are 
successful in my garden may not work just a few miles away 
and vice versa. Microclimates are the norm here and require 
the gardener to seek site-specific local advice and to experi- 
ment with an open mind. 


Winter preparation is a must. In much of 
our region, winter is the longest season, sometimes stretching 
from early November to late March. Preparing our landscapes 
to withstand the long slumber is critical. Plant food should 
not be applied after the middle of the growing season (except 
for lawns) because resulting tender new growth is easily 
killed by early winter chill. It is important to ensure that soil 
moisture is adequate going into winter. Once the ground 
freezes, plants will no longer be able to drink water from the 
soil. Water deeply well into fall to help plants remain hydrated 
throughout the long winter. 


Natives are a sure thing. Much better than cod- 
dling plants that may be exotic in our region is developing a 
plant palette that draws on native plants and their close rela- 
tives. My current list of successful natives includes more than 
300 trees, shrubs, vines, and ground covers. Some of my 
favorites are river birch (Betula nigra, Zones 4-9, pictured), 
quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides, Zones 1-8), and kinni- 
kinnicks (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi and cvs., Zones 2-6). The list 
goes on and on and offers the possibility of creating a com- 
pletely native landscape, with adherence to all the aesthetic 
considerations of landscape design. The necessary variety of 
plants is available, and natives will be the most likely to suc- 
ceed in the landscape, will require little maintenance, and can 
be grown easily without any synthetic fertilizer or pesticide. 
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Things every For successful gardening in the Pacific Northwest, you must know your local 


climate, choose the right plants, and site those plants accordingly. Learn to work 
Northwest with the moods of nature, but also use techniques at your disposal to ensure 
ga rdener : that your plants have the opportunity for a long and healthy life. 
should know —Leonard Foltz and Fred Weisensee are owners of 


Dancing Oaks Nursery in Monmouth, Oregon. 


Our summers aren’t that wet. Our climate is 

actually Mediterranean, which means we rarely get significant 
rain from June to September and have fairly damp and soggy 
winters. So we must choose plants that like summer drought 
and tolerate wet winters. Many plants are hardy to our region 
but when the cold is combined with the wet conditions, the 
plants often succumb to an early death. Siting a drought- 
tolerant specimen under the eaves of a building can keep its 
roots happy through both extremes. 


Tropicals need warm spots. Summers with low 
humidity and cool nights can slow the growth of heat-loving 
tropicals, like elephant’s ears (Colocasia esculenta* cvs., Zones 
8-11) and hibiscus (Hibiscus spp. and cvs., Zones 5-11). Site 
these plants in microclimates created by south- and west- 
facing walls and courtyards. Heat reflected off large rocks or 
concrete hardscaping will provide extra warmth, which will 
allow these plants to flourish. 


Spring can last a long time. Design your beds 
with several layers of plants that provide color with the ebb 
and flow of warming days. A nice mixed planting starts with 
common snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis and cvs., USDA Har- 
diness Zones 3-8), windflowers (Anemone blanda and cvs., 
Zones 4-8), fumewort (Corydalis solida, Zones 5-7), and 
buttercup winter hazel (Corylopsis pauciflora, Zones 6-9); 
then progresses into spring with Pacific Coast hybrid irises 
(Iris cvs., Zones 7-9, pictured) and hardy cyclamen (Cyclamen 
hederifolium, Zones 5-7). 


Mulch is a must. For new plantings, mulch can mean 
life or death because it provides a safety blanket that cools the 
soil and conserves precious moisture in the summer. Use either 
an organic mulch or grit-size sharp gravel, applying a generous 
2- to 3-inch-deep layer around each plant. Though crushed 
gravel doesn’t provide the nutrients organic mulch does, its 
excellent drainage is an asset during our rainy winters. 


*See invasive alert on page 11. 
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issues looking brand new. 


Store your treasured copies of Fine Gardening in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
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Get the complete weather story. 


Maximum’'s range of beautifully crafted, technically precise instruments 
and weather stations let you watch, forecast, or simply enjoy the weather. 
With wireless versions of both analog and digital instruments, it is now 
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Maximum today or visit our website for a FREE catalog. 508.995.2200 
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Things every Gardening in California, with our nearly year-round growing 
Cc alif - season, is certainly a wonderful experience. There are a few 
irornta things to consider, however, before heading off to the nursery. 
ga rdener —Rebecca Sweet is a landscape designer and owner of 
Harmony in the Garden in Los Altos, California. 
should know 


Oak root fungus is a silent killer. The 
Armillaria fungus is widespread throughout California, wherever 
native oaks once grew, and attacks a multitude of plant spe- 
cies. It lives underground and slowly feeds off a host plant’s 
roots for years at a time until your once-beautiful plant (left) 
starts to wilt (right) and eventually die back. Once you notice 
the aboveground symptoms, it’s too late and you can begin 
your plant’s funeral. The good news is that there are lots of 
beautiful, resistant plants that you can turn to. Try to be posi- 
tive when faced with the death of a victim of oak root fungus— 
it just means more planting opportunities for you. 


Plant choices abound. Due to the overall mild cli- 
mate in California, our nurseries are brimming with every type 
of plant Known to man. California is a mecca for those who 
wish to participate in a horticultural lovefest. There’s truly not a 
plant that | can’t find here. With this abundance, however, 
comes a price—the price of land, that is. It’s so darn expensive 
in California that to be able to afford a plot in which to garden 
is a small miracle in itself. If you’re lucky enough to have a gar- 
den here, then treat it like gold and make every plant count. 


Climate zones can be confusing. California 
gardeners mainly use Sunset’s 24-zone system instead of 
the USDA's 11-zone system. This is due to the many factors 
besides seasonal lows and highs that determine growing 
climates in other regions. We must also consider elevation, 
proximity to the mountains or the ocean, humidity, aridity, 
the multitudes of microclimates, precipitation, and the length 
of the growing season. When reading any sort of gardening 
literature, however, you will still need to be aware of the USDA 
system used by the rest of the nation. 


You need drought-tolerant plants. One thing 
the regions in the entire state of California have in common 
is a lack of rain. We rarely, if ever, get any summer rain. This 
year, most of California's counties are considering mandatory 
water rationing—making wise plant selections more important 
than ever. When gardening here, you should always have the 
words “drought tolerant” in the back of your mind. Ideally, the 
time to plant is in fall, as you'll be able to take advantage of 
winter rains to promote a healthy root structure that can with- 
stand the dry, scorching heat of summer. California newbies 
shouldn't be fooled by spring’s green hillsides and plant water- 
thirsty plants. Come summer, when the hills are brown and 
there’s not a drop of water to be found, your monthly water 
bills will soar into the triple digits. 
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makes great marker 


Our millstones and syrup kettles are architectural 
antiques. Original, historic, genuine, and __ 
authentic, these were rescued from old mills and 
syrup operations. These are not reproductions 
and were not made yesterday. Start by going to 
www.millstones.com, and click on the “gallery” 
to see more pictures from projects all over the 
country. Then go to the “online catalog" to see 
each antiquity with dimensions, history, 
provenance and pricing. We ship nationwide. 


Get our free brochure online! 
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WHAT IS GARDENING? It’s a love of dirt, a love of 
plants, a love of playing in the mud and not getting scolded 


for it—by anyone, including your spouse. It’s a valid excuse 
for playtime, cleverly masked behind a facade of hard 
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DETERMINE YOUR ASPECT 


It’s as simple as knowing which way is north. The orien- 
tation of your property determines the amount of sun it 
receives and, thus, affects where you can plant what. 
Knowing your aspect also helps you locate features, like 
patios and swimming pools. South-facing slopes are 
notoriously hot and sunny, while a bed along a north- 
side wall may stay shady all day long. 


barrow 


This essential garden 
tool can be your best 
friend—if you use it 
correctly. Proper tech- 
nique will save your 
back and prevent tip- 
overs, which make you 
look foolish. Concen- 
trating the bulk of the 
load toward the front 
of the barrow takes 
weight off the handles 
and puts it onto the 
wheel and axle, where 
it belongs. Keeping 
your back straight and 
bending at the knees 
when you lift the han- 
dles will keep muscle 
strain to a minimum. 


Dig a $50 hole -— 


Plants thrive best when you give them a good home, and 
many a gardener has succeeded by following the old rule 
“Dig a $50 hole for a $5 plant.” Dig a hole twice as wide 
as the root-ball of the plant. This provides an additional 
area around the root-ball that encourages the roots to 
expand into the surrounding soil and helps the plant 
become established. A good hole is neither so shallow 
that the crown of the plant doesn’t stick up and dry out 
nor so deep that water puddles around the crown, caus- 
ing it to stay wet and to rot. The hole should also be 
amended with a shovelful of compost and filled with 
water to get the new plant off to a good start. 


David Cappaen, Michigan State University, wwaw.bugwood,org; p. 43 (bottom right), James Henderson, Gulf South Research Corp., wew.bugwood.org 
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Photos (pp. 38-43): Steven Cominsky, except: p. 39 (lett), courtesy of NYBG Shop in the Garden; p. 39 (right), Nils Benjamin; pp. 40 & 42 (left, right), Danielle Sherry; p. 41 (left), Michalle Gervais; p. 43 (top left), Jennifer Benner; p. 43 (bottom 


left), Mark Czarnota, University of Georaia. www bit 


Purchase a first-rate hose 


A hose should cost more than a latte and doesn’t have to be green. Look for walls 
thick enough to prevent it from kinking when twisted but not so stiff as to keep you 
from Coiling it into a neat ring on the ground. Sturdy brass fittings are long lasting 
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ilustrations (pp. 38-47), except where noted: Martha Garstang Hill; p. 41 (map): courtesy of the Agricultural Research Service, USDA 
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) SET A POST 


Fences and gates often act 

as the frame around a garden 
painting. Setting the posts 
that hold them up is the key 

to building them correctly. 

A post should not heave out 
of the ground or blow over. 
Make certain the hole will hold 
at least one-third the height 

of the post. Set the post on 

a 2- to 3-inch-deep layer of 
gravel, then surround it with 
concrete. The gravel will help 
ensure drainage and prevent 
rot. Slope the concrete away 
from the post to prevent water 
from pooling, which could also 
cause the post to rot. 


and are less likely to be crushed underfoot. 


Watering restrictions are enforced for a reason. So rather than sneak 


around with your sprinkler in the middle of the night, follow these 
water-management tips to help your garden outlast a drought: 


» MINIMIZE OR STOP FERTILIZATION 
Heavily fertilized plants produce more leaves, which use more water. 


> AERATE YOUR BEDS IN SPRING 
Aerating creates a looser soil, which allows water to soak deeper into 
the ground and promote deep root growth. 


> WATER LONGER BUT LESS FREQUENTLY 
This lets water soak deep into the soil, encouraging plants to push 
their roots deeper to reach the water. 


> WATER FROM 4 A.M. TO 9 A.M. 
Daytime irrigation evaporates in the heat. 
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) Properly space plants 
It’s tempting to cram plants together for instant 
gratification. But gardening, if anything, is an 
exercise in patience. If you give your plants room 
to grow, they'll reward you with lush, healthy 
growth in the long run. Check your new plants’ 
tags. If one grows to 12 inches wide and the 
other grows to 18 inches wide, take an average 
of those widths to come up with the distance 
these two plants should be planted apart 
([12 inches + 18 inches] / 2 = 15 inches). And 
“15 inches apart” means 15 inches from the 
center of the first plant to the center of the 
second plant. That said, we've never met a gar- 
dener who didn’t sometimes break this rule to 


great effect, especially in containers. 


HEAVY-DUTY 
PARTS 


DURABLE, 


HANDLE 


pruners 


Although you can certainly find a $6 pair of 
pruners at your local discount store, they will 
not last more than one season—guaranteed. 
The pruners that have proven, year after year, 
that they can take a lickin’ and keep on tickin’ 
(or cuttin’) have three essential components: 
a bypass blade, solid construction, and a 
comfortable grip. Felcos fulfill all these 
requirements. Amateurs love them, profes- 

| sionals love them, and even grandmothers 
love them. All the parts are replaceable, 

and the steel blades are easy to resharpen. 
There’s even a notch for cutting wire, which 
has led to the death of many lesser pruners 
here at the FG office. (The Felco Store, 
www.felcostore.com; $52.55) 


@) TO LEARN MORE ABOUT PRUNING TOOLS, 
‘= GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


FIND YOUR HARDINESS ZONE 


Knowing what hardiness zone you live in will save you lots of heartache, 
not te mention dead plants. The USDA Hardiness Zone Map (turn to 
page 82, or visit www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html) is based 
on the average lowest temperatures for a region. If you live in Zone 5, 
your average lowest winter temperature is -20°F. That sweet bay magno- 
lia you’ve been coveting at your local nursery is hardy to Zone 7, which 
means that it can only survive at temperatures down to O°F. Say “No, 
thanks!” to the magnolia until you retire to Georgia. 
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PRUNE A SHRUB ROSE 


Although roses have a finicky reputation, 
they can be considered just another shrub 
when it comes to pruning. If you are going 
to cut them back, do it before new growth 
begins in spring. In Zone 5 and warmer, a 
light shearing after bloom can get you a 
second flush of flowers. Cut back to a bud 
that is facing where you want new growth 
to go, and completely remove old, diseased, 
and damaged canes. 
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WATER 
SPROUT ~ 


| ee) ) Tell the difference 


___-- SUCKER 


between a sucker 
and a water sprout 


We're not talking lollipops and tornadoes. A 
sucker is a stem that grows out of the soil near 
the base of a tree or shrub. Multistemmed 
shrubs naturally spread this way, but suckers 
that grow from a single-trunk tree can indi- 
cate root disturbance. Water sprouts are those 
young, whiplike stems that shoot straight up 
from mature branches. Often produced in 
response to overpruning or some other source 
of stress, water sprouts often spoil the appear- 
ance of a plant and should be pruned out. 


Water 
CORRECTLY 


Don't worry about the 
leaves—the roots are 
what need the water. 
Soaker hoses and drip 
irrigation put the water 
where it is needed 
(usually at a rate that 
is needed). If using 
overhead watering, be 
sure to water deeply. 


whee le ve 


Plant a container ——~ 


\ 
There are several things you can do to make your container 

planting a success. Choose a container bigger than you 

think you’ll need, and make sure it has drainage holes. Fill 

your container with a good-quality container mix, and tamp 

it down firmly to prevent excessive settling later on. Plant 

your container lushly, with a variety of plants of different vA 
heights, colors, and textures, but be sure to leave ample 

room for your plants to grow healthy root systems. Finally, 

water and fertilize devotedly. | 


OD) FOR VIDEOS ON DESIGNING CONTAINERS, 
‘= Go TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


1 5 \ REMOVE SAP 
‘ FROM SKIN 


Two words (and no, they’re not “steel 
wool”): “vegetable shortening.” It may 
be bad for your cholesterol level, but a 
little dab rubbed on pine sap will end 
your icky, sticky problems. 


I6 ) Identify poison ivy, oak, and sumac 


“Leaves of three, let them be.” And even though that doesn’t apply to poison sumazg, it’s still a good phrase to commit to 
memory. If you don’t want excruciating, itchy blisters and rashes, know how to identify and avoid these plants. 


> POISON IVY: Three leaves arise from each branch; the plant can grow in vine or shrub form. Its berries are white, and its 
leaves are shiny. Poison ivy can be found across the United States and Canada. 


> POISON OAK: Three green leaves (red in spring) grow on a vine or shrub. The leaves resemble those of an oak tree but 
with rough edges. This plant's berries also turn white. Eastern poison oak is found from New Jersey to Texas, and Pacific 


POISON 
IVY 


ae io if ff than on the end of the branch. 


poison oak grows along the West Coast. 

> POISON SUMAC: Commonly found along 
the East Coast, poison sumac can sport up to 
13 leaves per stem. The easiest way to identify 
this plant is by its red stem. It can grow in the 
form of a tree or shrub. Green berries grow 
between the leaves and the branch, rather 


ey, 
ti?Z 
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Attract wildlife 


We're not talking about 
inviting the entire local deer 
population into your garden 
for an all-you-can-eat buffet. 
But encouraging wildlife (for 
example, birds, frogs, and bees) 
to take up residence in your 
garden has numerous environ- 
mental benefits: from reducing 
insect infestations to improving 
the soil. To attract more crit- 
ters, follow these steps: 


. 1. PROVIDE FOOD 
SOURCES 


Plants that provide nectar, 
like this Joe Pye weed 
(Eupatorium maculatum, 
Zones 5-11), are always 

a plus, and certain fruit 
can fill up their bellies, 
too. Installing bird feeders 
can also be a good idea. 


.. 2. PLANT IN LAYERS 
Animals and birds 
need plants at different 
heights for hunting, 
nesting, and foraging. 


.. 3. GIVE THEM WATER 
Be it a pond or a birdbath, 
water is an important 
component of attracting 
and keeping wildlife. 
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USE THE RULE 
OF THREE 


Most of us are prob- 
ably guilty of what we 
affectionately call the 
“onesie syndrome.” 
This disease usu- 
ally strikes the new 
or overzealous gar- 
dener who walks into 
the nursery and has 
to buy one of every- 
thing. When it comes 
to plants, it’s best to 
buy—and plant—in 
groups of three. This 
approach allows the 
plants to grow natu- 
rally into a mass and 
prevents your beds 
from looking unfo- 
cused or random. 


. Cie tb eee a AL 


Effectively 
BATTLE DEER 


We're not going to lie to you: There is no such thing as “deerproof.” But 
several methods over the years have proven moderately effective when it 
comes to waging war against Bambi. 


» QUITE A FEW PLANTS ARE CONSIDERED DEER RESISTANT. Deer 
generally dislike anything that has a pungent odor (garlic), textured leaves 
(lambs’ ears), or thorns or needles (spruce). Opting to plant these types 
of plants, instead of known deer favorites, can save you some heartache 
and money. 


>» MAN'S BEST FRIEND CAN BE A DEER’S WORST ENEMY. Deer don’t 
like barking and don’t like being chased, so, basically, they don’t like dogs. 

> REPELLENTS CAN BE EFFECTIVE. Many of these deterrents contain 
natural ingredients, such as chile oil or even urine. The drawbacks are that 
they usually need to be reapplied after it rains and deer can become accus- 
tomed to the foul taste or smell. 


» A GOOD FENCE IS THE BEST DEFENSE. Forget chicken-wire or split-rail 
fencing; an effective deer fence needs to be strong and at least 8 feet high. 


Gi TO SEE WHAT DEER DAMAGE LOOKS LIKE, 
s =] GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


DO ) Avoid blossom-end rot 


This condition is the arch enemy of tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants. It 
appears as a dry, sunken, rotting black spot on the bottom of developing 

fruit. Blossom-end rot is caused by low levels of calcium and may result from 
drought stress or sudden rapid growth due to excessive fertilization. Whatever 
the cause, consistent watering is the cure. Plants generally need an inch of 
moisture per week for proper growth and development. 
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Rejuvenate an 
OLD SHRUB 


Gardeners who fail to prune their shrubs are often rewarded with ugly, 
overgrown plants. With multistemmed shrubs, there is an easy remedy. 
Remove one-third of the largest, oldest stems at ground level in late 
winter or early spring. The following spring, prune out another third of the 
remaining old stems and thin the new growth by removing all but a few 
vigorous shoots. The next spring, if you remove all remaining old wood 
and thin out the new shoots, then the shrub should be back in shape. 


| 1) Identify a 
. microclimate 


A microclimate is a small 
but distinctly different cli- 
mate within a larger area. A 
sunny spot protected from 
the wind, for example, is 

a microclimate because it 
stays warmer than other 
parts of the garden. In that 
spot, you might be able to 
grow plants that would not 
be able to handle the cooler 
areas of the rest of your 
property. The conditions in 
a microclimate are the result 
of several factors: the slope 
of the land as well as the 
direction in which a slope 
faces; the amount of sun or 
shade; wind exposure; drain- 
age; and adjacent hardscape 
or bodies of water. 
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) HARDEN OFF 


Ever wonder why those basil seedlings you started inside last year turned 
black the day after you planted them outside? It was probably because they 
weren't acclimated to the conditions in your garden. Cool temperatures, 
wind, rain, and bright sunlight can be harsh on seedlings raised inside. Spend 
at least one week moving the seedlings outside into a shady spot during the 
day and then bringing them in at night. Gradually expose the young plants to 
direct sunlight for longer periods of time. A cold frame (a protected box with 
a clear lid) can save you from having to make so many trips in and out of the 
house; the lid can be opened during the day and then closed at night. 


2 ZA SHARPEN A SHOVEL 


If you’ve never dug a hole with a sharpened shovel, 
then you don’t know what you’re missing. Follow 
these steps to discover a new world of digging: 


> STEP 1. Clean the blades to remove rust or 
other debris. 


b> STEP 2. Clamp the shovel in a vise with the 
blade facing up and toward you. 


> STEP 3. Start at one edge using an 8- to 10-inch- 
long bastard file, and push it toward the center of 
the shovel while holding it at a 45-degree angle. 


> STEP 4. Work your way toward the tip of the 
shovel, then move to the other side and repeat. 


De >t 


A thick layer of mulch has a multitude of 
benefits in a garden, and it’s the single most 
effective way to make your garden look 

neat and tidy. A 3- to 4-inch-deep layer 

of mulch—whether it be garden compost, 
well-composted manure, grass clippings, or 
shredded bark—will suppress weeds, regulate 
soil temperatures, conserve soil moisture, 
contribute nutrients to the soil, and lend a 
polished, manicured air to your garden beds. 
It’s a no-brainer. 


TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MULCHING, 
GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


Choose and ——— 
apply fertilizer 


Despite steady additions of compost or leaf mold, you may 
have a spot in your yard that needs a little nutrient boost. 
Fertilizer choices abound at the garden center, and they are 
not all created equal. It is best to know what you are trying 
to achieve with the fertilizer (more flowers requires more 
phosphorus, for example). Follow the application rates 
because a more-is-better approach will wind up ruining 
your soil or your plants. 
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p) Vv ) PINCH A PLANT 


Pinching a plant almost feels mean: It has just put out all this nice 
new growth, and you’re taking it away. But the rewards are worth 
the sacrifice. Many plants benefit from a good pinching in spring. 
They become stronger, bushier plants as a result, for wherever you 
pinch back one stem, two stems will emerge from the node left 
behind. You might even be able to root the stems you pinched off, 
which means more plants for you. If you’re doubiful, try this simple 
experiment. Buy two identical coleus (So/enostemon scutellarioides 
cvs., Zone 11) plants in spring. Pinch one plant, but leave the other 
alone. Compare the two plants in August, and decide for yourself. 


©) FOR A VIDEO ON PINCHING PLANTS, 
—Y GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


Training a vine is like sketch- 
ing with plants. You decide 
where the lines go. The first 
step is to provide a canvas 
in the form of a post, trel- 
lis, tuteur, or pergola. Once 
your vine is off and running, 
make sure it doesn’t get out 
of control when you're not 
looking because untangling a 
knot of vines is an exercise in 
futility. If you’re growing an 
annual vine, you can always 
start again next year; prac- 
tice makes perfect. If you're 
partial to perennial vines, it 
pays to be persistent and get 
it right the first time. 

47—p TO LEARN MORE 

\& 5) ABOUT TRAINING 

VINES, GO TO 


WWW.FINE 
GARDENING.COM 
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WATER A POT 


Regular, thorough watering 
could possibly be the most 
important factor in a con- 
tainer planting’s success. A 
container that isn’t watered 
enough will limp along in 
survival mode. Water your 
containers whenever the 
soil feels dry to the touch 
and until water comes out 
of the pot’s drainage holes. 
If this happens instantly, 
don’t be fooled. This 
means that your pot is 
bone dry and needs an 
even longer soaking. 


a me EI 


A bench can serve more than one purpose in a garden. It can be a stunning focal point, a sheltered 


place for respite and contemplation, and a spot to rest and take in a view. Accomplish all three purposes 
and you’ve got a compelling destination. Here are a few tips for siting a bench to its best advantage: 


1. PROVIDE A SENSE OF SECURITY. Because no one likes to be sneaked up on, site your 
bench against a wall or hedge or even against a backdrop of woods. 


2. GIVE SITTERS A VIEW. Place your bench where it overlooks something interesting, whether 
it’s of the surrounding countryside, a body of water, or an intriguing planting. This provides 
something to contemplate or enjoy as you rest. 


3. MAKE YOUR BENCH A DESTINATION. Consider locating your bench at the end of a long 
path or in a far-off spot. It will serve as a pause on your journey around the garden. 


4. BLEND IT INTO THE LANDSCAPE. Incorporate the bench into your garden design by 
making it a key element. Surround it with containers, or place it perpendicular to a strong 
visual line in your garden. 


5. MAKE SURE IT’S ACCESSIBLE. While it may look nice in the middle of your garden bed, if you 
have to fight through the foliage to get to your bench, it might not seem worth the effort to reach it. 
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HARDWARE 
CLOTH 


raised bed 


Constructing this staple of the vegetable 
garden is easier than you might think. 


MATERIALS LIST: STEP 1. Measure and cut the 8-foot-long 4x4 post into four 2-foot lengths. To make 

» One 8-foot-long 4x4 post the long sides of the bed, screw three of the 8-foot-long 2x6s one at a time to two of 

» Nine 8-foot-long 2x6 boards the corner posts. (The boards will be stacked three high.) The bottom board should be 

> One box of 3%-inch-long flush with the bottom of the two posts; the top board should stop about 7% inches from 
galvanized decking screws the top of the posts. Repeat this step to construct the second long side of the bed. 


> Hardware cloth, 8 feet long 


; ; STEP 2. Cut the remaining three 2x6s in half so that you have six 4-foot-long 
by 4 feet wide (optional) 


boards. Stand the two long sides up so that the posts are parallel to each other 
and are 4 feet apart. Screw the end pieces to the corner posts, three to each enc. 
Staple the hardware cloth to the bottom of the bed, if using. 


Se ) FOIL THE SQUASH VINE BORER 


The only thing standing between you and a great pumpkin that 
would make even Linus envious is the dreaded squash borer. 
These little bugs dig holes into new, tender stems of any type of 
squash vine and proceed to eat away at it from the inside out. 
A dead plant is usually the end result. 

Plants must be protected from the first day they are planted 
outside. A small paper or plastic cup surrounding the base of a 
new plant like a collar is a good mode of protection. Wrapping a 
3-inch-long piece of panty hose around the main stem at planting 
time can also thwart the squash borer. As the main stem grows, 
the panty hose allows the plant to expand without causing injury. 
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S Se ) Prevent frost heave 


PINCH A PINE 

When it comes to pruning pines, timing is 
crucial. They should only be pruned during 
active shoot growth because this will give them 
enough time for the shoot to produce a new 
set of buds for next year’s growth. The current 
year’s new shoots, or candles, can be cut 

with hand pruners or simply pinched off to 

the desired length. 


jp, TO LEARN MORE ABOUT PRUNING PINE 
—) TREES, GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


HARVEST SEED 


It’s best to let seeds ripen on the plants until they are almost ready 
to disperse on their own. Any seed harvested too early will not be 
viable. Seeds usually change color (from light to dark) when they are 
ready to be harvested. Cut off the entire stem containing the spent 
flower head or the entire pod containing the seed. Take them indoors 
to a cool, dry spot to let them completely finish ripening inside a 
closed paper bag. 


AY () FOR VIDEOS ON COLLECTING AND STORING SEEDS, 
Mh \ ‘© Go TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


Cycles of freezing and thawing of the soil can 
sometimes push shallow-rooted plants out of the 
ground. Once the roots are exposed to the harsh 
winter elements, the plant is in danger of dying; 
heucheras and ornamental grasses are particu- 
larly susceptible to this winter phenomenon. A 
good, thick layer of mulch is the key to avoiding 
frost heave. The extra layer works like a blanket 
and helps regulate the soil temperature. 


BH | 36)Finda 
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sturdy 
trowel 


Sick of your trowel looking like 
it’s been tied in a knot by the 
end of the season and having 
to buy a new one each year? 
There is one key to a good 
trowel: a strong connection 
between the handle and the 
blade. Ones that are made of 
aluminum are usually tough 
yet lightweight, and some even 
have depth indications carved 
into the blade. A cushy com- 
fort grip is an added bonus. 
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Make stubborn hydrangeas bloom 


If the hydrangeas in your garden aren't blooming, you might be able to fix the 
problem by doing one of three things: 


> GIVE THEM ENOUGH LIGHT. Hydrangeas like partial shade, not deep shade. 


> PUT DOWN YOUR PRUNERS. Bigleaf hydrangeas (Hydrangea macrophylla 
and cvs., Zones 6-9), for the most part, do not like to be pruned back severely. 
They set their flower buds during the previous fall, so when you cut away the 
old wood, you’re cutting away the flower buds at the same time. 


p> INCREASE THE FERTILIZER. A lack of fertilizer can cause a lack of blooms. 
For the best results, give your stubborn hydrangea a good dose of super- 
phosphate in fall to encourage optimal blooming the following year. 


FOR MORE ON HOW TO CARE FOR HYDRANGEAS, INCLUDING A VIDEO 
ON HOW TO PRUNE THEM, GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 
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Plant bare-root 
plants 


It might seem intimidating to plant 


bare-root plants, but a few impor- 


tant steps will ensure success: 


1. KEEP PLANTS DAMP. After 
they arrive on your doorstep, 
don’t let the roots dry out. 
Soaking the roots in a bucket 
of water just prior to planting is 
sometimes a good idea 


2. GET RID OF DAMAGE. Prune 
out any injured or torn roots, 


3. DIG AN APPROPRIATE HOLE. 


28) Force a bulb 


Fight cabin fever and give yourself an early spring: In fall, buy dormant 
bulbs, such as tulips or daffodils. Pot them up (follow the specific bulb’s 


planting instructions regarding depth), and keep them cold for several It should be large enough for the 
weeks to stimulate them to produce roots. Once the plants have roots, roots to spread out and back- 
bring the pots to a sunny windowsill indoors. The warmth of this spot filled so that the soil just comes 
will trick the bulbs into thinking spring has arrived. In a short period, they up to the crown of the plant. 


will begin to grow and then flower. =), FOR A VIDEO ON PLANTING 


‘© BARE-ROOT PLANTS, GO TO 


@ FOR A VIDEO ON FORCING BULBS, GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


AC) ) DRY HERBS 


Preserving herbs is an easy way to ensure thai flavo: 
won't leave your kitchen even when the garden goes 
dormant. Drying herbs can be done in one of two wes: 


> FASTEN THE STEMS into small bunches, and hang 
them upside down in a warm, dry location. 


>» REMOVE JUST THE LEAVES, and spread them out in 
shallow baskets to dry. If it’s too humid for the herbs tc 
completely dry out, you can get the last bit of moisture 
out by placing them on baking sheets and putting them 
in a low-temperature oven for a few minutes. 


4 jj TO LEARN MORE ABOUT PRESERVING HERES, 
‘&) co TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


Photos (pp. 48-55): Danielle Sherry, except: pp. 48 (top right) & 55, Michelle Gervais; p. 48 (bottom (eft), Jennifer Brown; pp. 48 (bottom right), 51 (left) & 52 (left), Steven Cominsky; p. 49, Allan Mandell; p. 51 
(bottom), Stephanie Fagan; pp. 52 (right) & 53 (bottom left), Jennifer Benner, p. 53 (top right}, Daryl Beyers. Illustrations (pp, 48-55); p. 50, Gary Williamson; p. 54, courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control 


www.finegardening.com | August 2009 53 


JAN ) USE A CHAIN SAW 


Put aside those images from The 
Texas Chain Saw Massacre that are 
dancing in your head. A chain saw, 
it turns out, can be a handy piece of 
gardening equipment. From prun- 
ing large branches to the removal of 
that overgrown rhodie in front of the 
picture window, chain saws make 
larger chores around the yard a lot 
easier. They come in a wide array of 
sizes and shapes. There are gas and 
electric versions (the latter have a 
little less oomph but less smell and 
smoke, too), so there is really no 
need to be intimidated by this 
valuable tool. 


Remove a tick 


If you’re working outside, it’s inevitable that you'll come in 


contact with ticks. When one latches on, getting it out correctly 
and completely makes all the difference. PULL 
mm <___ UPWARD. 
4. FIRMLY GRASP THE TICK. Use clean, sharp tweezers CLEAN 3 
to grab hold of the tick as close to the skin as possible. TWEEZERS 


2. PULL UPWARD until the tick releases. Do not crush the Y 
tick as harmful bacteria may be released into your skin. 
3. SWAB THE BITE WITH ALCOHOL to disinfect the site. 


Discard the tick by dropping it in alcohol or flushing it 
down the toilet. 


43 ) Deal with a pot-bound plant 


Roots are tougher than you might think, so don’t be afraid to 
get rough with them. Until you convince girdled roots that 
they have room to spread out and grow, they will continue 
thinking that they’re in the pot and continue to strangle the 
plant, Break up the roots by whatever means necessary. This 
might mean gently teasing them loose, ripping them apart with 
your hands, or slicing into the root mass with a shovel. 


= an ys 


Overwinter a ——_— 
tender plant 


You promised yourself that you 
wouldn’t buy too many expensive, 
luscious tropicals for your container 
gardens this year, but it was a 
promise easily broken. And now 
you have to find a way to protect 
your investment and keep these 
treasures safe until they can return 
to your patio next year. Here are 
two ways to do it: 


> GIVE THEM LOTS 

OF LIGHT AND HEAT 
The best place is a warm, bright 
location. Before the first frost, bring 
them indoors and place them in front 
of a sunny window. You can cut the 
plants back by as much as two-thirds 
to make them more manageable. 
Rotate them occasionally so that they 
don’t become misshapen from reach- 
ing for the sun. Plants that usually 
make attractive houseplants (for 
example, begonias and coleus) are 


best suited to this treatment 


> FOOL THEM INTO 
DORMANCY 
Many tender plants will go dormant 
if you place them in a cool, dark 
location during the winter months. 
Reduce your watering and fertil- 
izing in late summer and then give 
them a light pruning right before 
the first hard frost. Drag them 


inside, and store them in a basement 


or an unheated garage (someplac 


that won't allow them to freeze but 
stays chilly). They won’t need to be 
watered again until you place them 
back outside in spring. Plants like 
bananas and brugmansias do well 
with this mode of care, 

FOR MORE ON OVER- 

WINTERING TENDER 


PLANTS, GO TO WWW. 
FINEGARDENING.COM 
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Lf ) Build soil fertility 


Plants are only as healthy as the soil they grow in, so fertile 
soil is a must for successful gardening. The best way to create 
fertile soil is to allow natural materials like compost (right) 


SS and leaf mold to add nutrients and organic matter to your soil. 

Maal Common practices like picking up grass clippings or blowing 
Real autumn leaves out of plant beds hinder the processes that make 
SOS 


l¢ good soil. Avoid chemical fertilizers that upset the balance of 
= your soil chemistry, and turn your plants into N-P-K junkies. 


A/) 


=o 
=f 


Deadhead a plant bare 


iy No, this doesn’t mean you dress up your favorite plant in tie- | 

| dye and rock out to the Grateful Dead. We're talking flowers 
and seed heads here. Deadheading means you cut off spent 
blooms to prevent a plant from going to seed too quickly. 
This will, in most cases, force the plant into a second round e 
of lush blooms. 
42), FOR VIDEOS ON DEADHEADING ANNUALS, 


, PERENNIALS, AND FLOWERING SHRUBS, | 
GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM } 


DETERMINE 
YOUR AREA’S 
AVERAGE 
RAINFALL 


Plants, like people, find 
the right amount of 
water essential to their 
survival—too much 
can be as bad as too 
little. Before you plant, 
find out how much 
rainfall you can expect 
in your area and plan 
accordingly. Visit Web 
sites such as www. 
weatherbase.com to 
determine rainfall aver- 
ages in your area. 
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andi Spade; pp. 60 (center left) & 62 


Ronson: ». 56 fright), Steve Aitken; pp. 57 & 60 (top), Virginia Small; p. 58, Michelle Gervais; pp. 59 & 62 (top right), Bri 


Photos (pp. 56-63): Stephanie Fagan, except: p. 56 (left), Krst= 


(top left), Danielle Sherry; p 60 foattom 


Tobacco Company, www.bugwood.org 


3 ‘octHom), Steven Cominsky: p. 61 (bottom), Melissa Lucas; p. 62 (bottom), courtesy of A. J. Reynolds 


secure and plant a window box -——~ 


Unless your design inspiration is the Leaning Tower of Pisa, 
you should do a little planning before going gung ho with your 
window-box planting. Follow these recommendations to make 
your weekend do-it-yourself project go a little easier: 


1. MEASURE, MEASURE, MEASURE. Position your box 
before drilling. Measure the center of the box and the center 
of the window for your first hole. Position additional bolts 
about every foot to provide enough support. 


2. USE LAG BOLTS (thick screws that don’t bend) to mount 
the box to your house. 


3. CONSIDER INSTALLING DRIP IRRIGATION in your 
window boxes to cut down on future hassles. 


4. THINK BEFORE YOU PLANT. If your house has a shady 
side, you don’t want plants that need full sun. Choose plants 
that fit the conditions. 


FOR MORE ON WINDOW BOXES, 
GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


AQ 


CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL EXTENSION 
OFFICE 


Questions about 
pesticides? Curi- 

ous about what 

insects are a dan- 

ger in your area? 

Not sure if you bought 

an invasive plant? What you 
need is somewhere to gc 
for local gardening infor- 
mation. Contact the staff of 
your nearest extension 
office at www.csrees.usda 
.gov/Extension, or call 
800-FED-INFO (800-333- 
4636) for more information. 
You might be surprised by 
how much they know. 
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50 ) MAKE A GARDEN. NIGHTTIME: FRIENDLY / 


If you work all day, evening is when you can spend time relaxing outdoors 
A good nighttime garden needs three main ingredients: i 


> PLANTS: Try plants with white flowers or Silvery foliage that glows i in the night, 
‘like cushion, bush (Leucophyta brownii, Zones 9-1 1), or introduce sweetly 
_S¢ented flowers, ae flowering tobacco (Nicotiana alata, annual). 


rf SILGH TINGE Invest in ‘decorative outdoor-lighting fixtures to create a soft glow 
Hh, AS on those nights when cloud cover spoils the moonlight. 

le “wBuG REPELLENT: Buy sprays, candles, or torches that use natural essential- 
te bee “pl bug’ repellents, such as citronella, eucalyptus, and peppermint. 

f ix v 


y 


| ) Hang a bat house 


You don’t have to be a bloodsucking, 
shape-shifting vampire to form a friendly 
rental agreement with a bat or two—or 
even 30. A gardener’s best friend, this fly- 
ing mammal does everything from munch- 
ing on mosquitoes to dispersing seeds. 

To attract bats or provide shelter for 
those already present, buy or build your 
own bat house. Hang it at least 15 feet off 
the ground, but keep it out of trees. The 
best location is on the side of a building 
or tall pole—the higher the better so that 
they can easily come in and out of their 
home. A home close to bug-attracting 
water also provides bats with breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. 


WOODEN.—"— 


stake a tomato —— 


There’s nothing better than tomatoes on the vine— 
except, perhaps, tomatoes on the plate. To be sure 
you're dining on these juicy delights throughout the 
season, be sure to encourage tall, strong tomato 
plants by staking them right from the get-go. 


SUPPORT 
‘CORD 


1. GET A STURDY STAKE about 3 to 4 feet tall | 
(indeterminate tomatoes will need a taller stake). 
Wood or metal works best. If you use a wimpy 
stake, your plants could topple over. 


2. DRIVE THE STAKE deep into the ground a few 
inches from the plant base to make sure it doesn't 
work its way out in strong winds or heavy rains. 


3. TIE A SOFT CORD or cloth from the stake to the 
tomato-plant stem. Don't tie the cord directly under 
any branches with flower buds (the weight of new 

< fruits may cause the stem to snap). 
FOR MORE ON STAKING TOMATOES, 


GO TO OUR SISTER SITE AT 
WWW.VEGETABLEGARDENER.COM 


Hlustrations (pp. 56-63): p. 56, Krista Borst; p. 59, Susan Carlson 
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5 S ) MAKE LEAF MOLD 


If you like simple recipes, it doesn’t get much 
better than this: leaves plus water. First, 
make a pile of leaves (put them in an enclo- _ 
sure like a fenced-off area to easily maintain 
the pile). Wet the leaves with a good hosing 
of water. Add more leaves. Add more water. 
Moist leaves and a bit of time will eventually 
give you leaf mold, a great soil amendment 
that locks in moisture, helps control soil tem- 
peratures, and keeps soil from becoming too f 
compact. Shredding the leaves and adding 
nitrogen-rich grass clippings to the mix can 
help speed up the process. 


TO SEE HOW LEAF MOLD IS MADE, ae \ 
GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM * 


Identify your region’s . 
INVASIVE PLANTS 


The best way to avoid invasive plants, short of becoming 
a guerilla gardener and ripping them from your neigh- 
bors’ yards, is never to plant them at all. A harmless- 
looking barberry (right) can easily turn into a forest full of 
the thorny devils (left). Before visiting the nursery, check 
www.nps.gov/plants/alien to make sure your dream 

plant isn’t a nightmare waiting to happen. 


> © ) Read an N-P-K label 


Gardeners don’t need vowels. N, P, and K are 
our three favorite letters in the alphabet. These 


NET WEIGHT 5 LBS (2.26 kg) 
CG i 


10-10-10 
GUARANTEED ANALYSIS 
gen (N) ....-—- --—— - 


| 


7 


letters—which stand for nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and potassium, respectively—represent the three 


; \ 
‘| 


a 


major nutrients that plants need to grow tall, 
bloom big, and stay healthy. 
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Determine 
when to till 


In a word, don’t. Tilling can destroy soil 
structure and organic matter (the good 
stuff in soil) by overaerating the soil. It 
can also compact the soil that is just 
below the reach of the rototiller blades, 
so roots end up having a hard time grow- 
ing down. And it will stir up dormant 
weed seeds. That said, heavily compacted 
soil (such as from home construction) 
can be tilled, but once should be enough. 


TAKE A PICTURE 
OF YOUR GARDEN 


Taking a photo in a garden is tricky, and 
more often than not, it doesn’t come 
out looking as good as you know your 
garden really is. Follow a few pointers 
from professional garden photogra- 
phers. Take photos only on cloudy days 
or in the early morning or early evening, 
when there are no shadows to create 
harsh contrasts. Be aware of things that 
you naturally ignore when looking at 
your garden but that stick out like sore 
thumbs in a photo: power lines, cars 
in the driveway, or an unswept patio. 
And the best secret of all? Throw away 
all the bad shots and only show off 
the good ones. 

=) FOR AN IN-DEPTH ARTICLE ON 


PHOTOGRAPHING YOUR GARDEN, 
GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


KEEP DIRT OUT | 
of fingernails 


For some, dirt under the fingernails is a badge of honor. It says, 
“I'm a real gardener.” But try taking those dirty fingernails to 

a summer cocktail party full of nongardeners, and that badge 
of honor is a little embarrassing. Some say that scraping your 
fingernails on a bar of soap before heading into the garden 
helps, but you could just invest in some good gardening gloves. 


[—————— 


ORIGINAL Hf 
- DeLeon si, 
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AO ) Stratify seeds 


Many perennial seeds require 
chilling before planting to assure 
that germination will occur. Cold 
stratification is accomplished by 
placing the seeds in a damp medium 
and storing them in a cool—not 
freezing—place to chill for three 
to eight weeks. Placing the damp 
soil and seeds into a plastic bag and 
putting them into the refrigerator 
is one way to accomplish this task. 
The back of most seed packets will 
specify how long your seeds will 
need to stay in cold storage. 
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Here are two reliable solutions for keeping slugs at bay. 


Wielding all sorts of deadly concoctions, gardeners across the 
globe trot out at the crack of dawn to defeat these evil beasts. 


> BEER TRAPS-—Set them up and then sit back and wait. Think 
of it as treating them to one final happy hour. 


> IRON PHOSPHATE —This relatively nontoxic bait should be 
used rather than the more toxic metaldehyde, which some slug 
baits contain. Check labels before buying. 


{ QS ) FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RIDDING YOUR GARDEN 
\&Y OF PESTS, GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


GET RID OF APHIDS 


Even though aphids are tiny, these common critters 
can cause a lot of trouble by feeding on plants and 
spreading plant diseases. You'll want to inspect 
your plants often for any infestation, spray off small 
numbers of aphids with a hose, and prune off large 
infested sections. To keep aphids away, ladybugs 
and lacewings are good predators to encourage; 
they’ll be happy to dine on your infestation. 


SS 


62 ) Find the 


< 
’ 


frost dates in 


your area 


The last frost date of 
spring and the first frost 
date of fall can often 
determine if your plants 
will live or die. Know- 
ing the last frost date in 
spring tells you when it 
is safe to start planting, 
just as the first fall frost 
date (right) tells you 
when to cover outdoor 
plants or bring in those 
that you'd like to over- 
winter (container plants, 
bulbs, etc.). Check the 
Farmers’ Almanac to 
find your local frost 
information (http:// 
www.farmersalmanac 
.com/weather/a/ 
average_frost_dates). 


AS ) UNDERSTAND LIGHTING LEVELS 


Plants will languish without the correct lighting, so learn what these symbols on plant tags 
mean and buy accordingly. 


FULL SUN: at least six hours of direct sunlight a day 


> PARTIAL SUN/PARTIAL SHADE: from three to six hours of direct sunlight or a full day 
of dappled sunlight 


y FULL SHADE: no direct sunlight 


Keepmecords= =. 


For every gardener who has ever bought a great plant and then lost the tag, 
this one’s for you. Write information on a note card, save it in an Excel file, or 
get a scrapbook and log each plant tag or seed packet in alphabetical order. 


a) \ 


Amst Pasy (7s 
~TOMATE .. ; 


i = " 
oo 
; 


No matter how you decide to keep records, be sure to include the following: 


> NAME (COMMON AND LATIN) 

> CONDITIONS (INCLUDING ZONE) 

» WHERE YOU BOUGHT THE PLANT 

> WHERE AND WHEN YOU PLANTED IT 
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) barns Seeds 
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CAUTION 
“LIVE PLANTS" 


OVEN IMMEDIATELY 


CARE FOR MAIL-ORDER PLANTS 


Plants sent through the mail are plucked from the 
nursery, stuffed in a dark box, bounced around in 
transport for a few days, and finally left on your 
doorstep—you hope in the shade—until you get home 
and notice the box sitting there. It’s important to open 
that box and give those plants some air as soon as 
possible. Unwrap each plant carefully, prune off any 
broken stems, and give the plants a good drink of 
water. If the plants are tiny or if their root-balls are 
wrapped in plastic or paper, get them planted into 
pots without delay. Keep them in a cool, shady spot 
outdoors for a couple of days before even thinking 
about planting them in your garden. 


, cs | t ft 


Cut back a shrub 


Many common cane-growing shrubs benefit from a severe 
pruning every once in a while. If you’ve got a forsythia (For 
sythia spp. and cvs., Zones 3-9, pictured), redtwig dogwood 
(Cornus alba and cvs., Zones 2-8), or weigela (Weigela spp. 
and cvs., Zones 4-9) that’s gotten out of control, grab your 
loppers and cut that mess down to size. In early spring, trim 
all branches back to within two or three buds from the base 
of the plant, usually about 6 to 10 inches tall. The shrub will 
reward you with lush new growth in no time. 
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PeeGee hydrangea 
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Grandiflora’ 


GENUS SPECIFIC 


EPITHET 


CULTIVAR 


SPECIES 


BOTANICAL NAME 


Differentiate between 
genus, species, 
and cultivar 


Botanical Latin is the universal language of 
gardening. A plant may have multiple com- 
mon names, depending on where you are 
or whom you talk to, but it has only one 
Latin name. So if you want to talk about a 
plant with a gardener in Bangladesh, only 

a Latin name will do. Learning Latin plant 
names is a lot easier if you understand their 
anatomy. Let’s examine, for instance, the 
botanical name of the PeeGee hydrangea: 
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Grandiflora’. 


> GENUS Hydrangea is the plant's genus. 
A genus is a general group of similar plants. 


> SPECIES The plant's specific epithet is 
paniculata, Together, a plant's genus and 
specific epithet are referred to as the spe- 
cies. A species is a distinct plant within a 
genus. The panicle hydrangea’s species, for 
example, is composed of the genus Hydran- 
gea and the specific epithet paniculata, and 
is written Hydrangea paniculata. 


CULTIVAR ‘Grandiflora’ is the plant's 
cultivated variety, or cultivar. A cultivar is a 
variation of a species that has been selected 
for its unique characteristics, cultivated, and 
named, Cultivars are always surrounded by 
single quotes. For example, Hydrangea 
paniculata ‘Grandiflora’ is cultivated for its 
flower heads larger than those of the species. 
+) TO HEAR BOTANICAL LATIN NAMES 


( G 
sl PRONOUNCED, GO TO WWW.FINE 
GARDENING.COM/HEARLATIN 


6 


Ground Alliance; p. 6 


70 (bottom), Steven Cominsky. Illustrations (pp. 64-73): Martha Garstang Hill 


ta Hicks Benson; p. 66 (top), courtesy of Common 


Noel; pp. 65 (top) & 71, Steve Aitken; p. 65 (bottom), Kris! 


68 (right), Daryl Beyers; pp. 69 & 73, Step’ 
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T®) ) Qualify a reputable 


A 68 ROOT-PRUNE A SHRUB 


If you are getting ready to move a 
shrub, odds are that you will lose a 
large percentage of its root system 
when you dig it up. Root pruning 

is one way to help alleviate that 
problem—but you have to do ita 
year (or at least a few months) in 
advance. Using a sharp spade, 
slice into the soil all the way 
around the circumference of the 
plant at the drip line. This will sever 
the roots of the tree or shrub, forc- 
ing it to regrow new roots within 
that perimeter. By the time you 
move the shrub, you will be taking 
a healthy root system with you. 


Find a node —— 


“Prune back to just above a node.” [t sounds so scientific, but a node is simply 

where a leaf emerges from a stem. If there are no leaves visible —say, it’s winter— 

you can find a node by looking for leaf scars, or places where leaves were once 

attached. If you can find a node, you can deadhead and prune like a champ. | 


mail-order nursery 


It’s important to know the reputation of a mail-order plant seller 
that you plan to patronize. Are its plants in good health? Is its 
customer service up to par? Does it deliver on its promises? Luck- 
ily, there is an online resource where you can check on a nursery’s 
standing and post ratings of your own. Visit the Garden Watchdog 
(http://davesgarden.com/products/gwd), a feature of Dave's 
Garden online gardening community where “gardeners share 
their opinions on which companies really deliver on quality, 
price and service.” The Internet is a wonderful thing. 


i i | 


ie. VEE 


ff cS ) Plant a seed 


It’s the most basic act of a gardener. But for some 
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reason, it can be intimidating: Planting a seed, watch- 
ing its little leaves emerge from the soil, and nurtur- 
ing it until it’s ready to be pushed out into the big 
world beyond your back door. Don't be scared. Seeds 
are inexpensive, so you've got nothing (OK, maybe 

a few cents) to lose. Keep in mind that planting too 
deep is worse than planting too shallow. And make 
sure to provide three things: moisture, light, and air 
circulation, Before you know it, you'll be setting up 
grow lights in your basement and spending winter 
poring over seed catalogs with your morning coffee. 


=) 


LOCATE UNDERGROUND 
HAZARDS BEFORE DIGGING 


Quick! Dial 811. Nope, that’s not a typo— 
811 is the national “Call Before You Dig” 
hotline. If you want to be safe and avoid 
costly repairs, you'll want to be sure that 
you aren’t cutting into an underground 
utility line while planting your trees and 
shrubs or tilling your garden. Call this 
number, and they’ll send someone out 
with a spray can to colorfully mark the 
underground hazards in your yard. 


/ Hide fading daffodil foliage — 


There’s no doubt about it: Once daffodils are finished blooming, waiting for the foliage 
to die back is pretty unsatisfying. But you need to let that foliage run its course so that ve 
it can store up enough energy in the bulb to come back next spring. One strategy to get 

through this awkward phase is to plant your daffodils among hostas, daylilies, or orna- | 


mental grasses. As the daffodils fade, their foliage is obscured by the emerging leaves 
of their neighbors. A multitude of other perennials will do the trick, as well. 


yy 


FOR VIDEOS ON SOWING SEEDS, 
GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


water feature 


Nothing can change a 
garden like water. It brings 
soothing sounds, calming 
reflections, and a cooler 
mood to outdoor spaces. 
So make sure you place 

a water feature where 
you'll enjoy it the most, 
such as on a patio, along a 
walkway, or near an open 
window. Because water 
features are so compel- 
ling, they can also be used 
as striking focal points. 
Place one at the end of a 
long path to entice visi- 
tors, or make it the star of 
the show in the middle of 
a circular garden bed. No 
matter where you place 
it, your water feature will 


have an impact on how 


you enjoy your garden. 


eA itiiryiat 
AR 


iff In nature, boulders aren't dumped from 
| a truck so that they sit on the surface 

i 

‘ 


of the soil. To place a boulder in a bed 
so that it looks as if it has always been 
there, simply dig a hole roughly one- 
third the height of the boulder and set 
it in. Your goal is to make the rock look 
as though it is embedded in the earth, ; 
not perched on top of it. G ; ; Aran 


f 


Plant a B&B 
shrub or tree 


A large, woody plant whose huge root-ball is wrapped in burlap 
(balled and burlapped, or B&B) might seem intimidating to plant, 
but it’s easier than you may think. Dig a hole two times wider than 
the root-ball but only as deep as its height. Next, place the plant 
in the hole and remove all string, twine, wire, and as much of the 
burlap as possible. Then backfill, using the excess soil to form 

a berm around the outside edge of the planting hole. Make sure 
that the plant is not buried deeper than how it was originally grow- 
ing. Irrigate the area inside the berm, and allow the water to settle 
the soil around the root-ball. Provide a 3- to 4-inch-deep layer of 
mulch around the root zone but away from the trunk of the tree. 


“oF 
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aoe ) BUY A QUALITY CONTAINER 


You get what you pay for. Plastic is inexpensive, but it looks cheap. Terra-cotta is classic 
but prone to cracks and winter damage. Glazed ceramic is colorful and durable, but it 
still needs to be protected against freezing. Fiberglass is more expensive but is easy to 
lift—and it’s getting better looking every year. It’s really about personal taste. And your 
budget. And your back. And when it comes time to plant it up, bigger is better. 


= FOR TIPS ON HOW TO PICK THE PERFECT POT, 
5) GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


Determine» —$ 
the proper 
size for 

a patio 

IF a patio is too small, 
you will feel cramped 
and stifled. If it’s 

too big, you will feel 
overwhelmed by the 
barren space. How do 
you strike the right 
balance? First, deter- 
mine what you'll use 
your patio for. Will it 
be a private oasis or a 
place to entertain? 
Allow at least 4 square 
feet of space for each 
person you'll regularly 
entertain. If you’d like 
to include an outdoor 
dining or seating area, 


try to leave a 3-foot- 


wide perimeter of 


open space around 
any furniture grouping 
to allow for comfort- 
able circulation. And 
finally, add extra space 
for any container gar- 
dening you'd like to 
display on your vatio. 
hen work on securing 
an easement into your 


neighbor's yard. 


www.finegardening.com | August 2009 


SQUASH BEETLE = BAD), SPIDER = GOOD 


et 


Spot a ripe tomato 


This might seem like a no-brainer, but with so many tomato varieties 
out there —ranging in color from yellow to pink to black—it’s not as 
easy as you might think. Gone are the days of being able to simply rely 
on the “red = ripe” rule. Here are some tips for determining ripeness: 


> TRUST THE TAG. If the plant label says that a ripe fruit is a pinkish 
hue, then waiting until the tomato turns dark red will be too late. 


> GREEN IS ALWAYS UNRIPE, unless the tag specifically states 
that it is a green-fruited variety. 


> SHINY IS RIPE. As a tomato ripens, its outer skin takes on a 
glossy appearance. 


> TRUST YOUR NOSTRILS. A ripe fruit will generally emit a 
mouth-watering scent when it’s ready to be picked. 


> GIVE IT A SQUEEZE. An unripe tomato resists squishing, so look 
for the fruit to have some softness. 


(QO) Tell the good bugs from 


the bad bugs 


You've just wandered outside to find your prized 
plant chewed to bits. Close by you notice a col- 
ony of suspicious-looking bugs and immediately 
go running for the insecticide. Stop! Many insects 
perform valuable tasks in our gardens, like eating 
bad bugs or pollinating our flowers. So the rule 
is: Identify it before you squash it. Because many 
beneficial insects have several growth stages— 
egg, larva, and adult—it can be hard to know 
what's bad and what's good. The best idea is to 
pick up an insect-identification guide or look 
online at an integrated pest-management site, 
like www.ipmimages.org. 


on ) FIX A HOSE 


F A good hose can always be repaired. Punctures can be bypassed with 

: a Slicing kit designed to attach two loose ends of the hose that remain 
after the punctured length is removed. Brass and plastic fixtures that 
replace the male or female end of a hose are also available at any hard- 
ware store and are easy to install. Use your hand pruners to cut off the 
old end, and install the new one in minutes. 


- 
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MAKE TULIPS LAST 


Tulips are somewhat of an extravagance in gar- 
dens, akin to annuals or biennials in being short- 
lived. They’re spectacular spring-blooming bulbs, 
but unlike daffodils, you’ll be lucky to get more 
than one or two seasons out of them before they 
begin to decline or disappear altogether. Gardener 
extraordinaire Sydney Eddison, of Newtown, Con- 
necticut, has figured out how to eke out a few 
more years of splendor from these expensive 
splashes of color. Although it’s recommended that 
most bulbs be planted at a depth of three times 
their diameter, which would mean 4 to 6 inches 
deep for the average tulip bulb, Sydney plants 

her tulips at least 10 inches deep. While she’s not 
sure why it works, one of her theories is that voles 
don’t want to dig that deep to snack on the bulbs. 
Whatever the reason, some of her clumps of tulips 
have been going strong for several years. 


SITE A TREE 


When a tree is in the nursery, it’s small 

and cute. But new gardeners tend not to 
consider how big that cute, little tree will 
become in 20 or 30 years. Hence, it gets 
planted 10 feet from the corner of the 
house, in perfect scale to its surroundings. 
Years later, that same tree will be swallowing 
that house whole. When you are contem- 
plating adding a tree to your landscape, do 
a little research. How big does it ultimately 
grow? Are your conditions compatible with 
the tree’s cultural requirements? A tree Is a 
big investment, physically and monetarily. Anyone who has dealt with the loss of a 
large tree can tell you that a tree becomes part of your life, a component of your daily 
visual routine that you take for granted until it's gone. It pays to plan for the future 
and site your tree wisely. 


c) TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SITING A TREE, GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 
cad 
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QD ) Install a 


rain barrel 
Hands down, the best 


way to conserve water in 
your garden is with the 
help of these glorified 
water jugs. Whether you 
build your own or pur- 
chase one online, there 
are a few tricks to follow 
for proper installation: 


> FIRST, make sure 
the barrel is level. 
Tipping to one side or 
the other will reduce 
the amount of water 
you can collect and 
increase the chances 
of accidental overflow. 


CT Fe r¥yvwe=* 7 li | \) SECOND, cut your 
1 { } th. gutter drain about a 
sega i GF | ot foot above the top of 


the barrel, and connect 
an elbow to direct the 

water flow toward the 

barrel’s opening. 


THIRD, make sure 
the faucet at the bot- 
tom of the barrel is 
tilted to the side a bit 
for easier access (mak- 
ing hooking up a hose 
or filling up a water- 
ing can a cinch). 
& FOR A VIDEO ON 

HOW TO BUILD 

A RAIN BARREL, 

GO TO WWW. 


FINEGARDENING 
-COM 
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&5 ) Take advantage of textures 


Sure, everybody notices color first. But it is the proper use of texture that makes 
a planting special. Texture is tricky to define, but think of it as how a plant loo 
like it would feel. A plant's shape and habit have a strong influence on its tex- 
ture, which is usually described with words such as “fine” or “coarse.” Texture 


plays its largest role in creating a mood for a space, A relaxing seating area, for 
example, benefits from the fine, wispy textures of grasses (above). 
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S/) 


SHARPEN 
PRUNERS 


You Spent the money on 
the Felcos and then spent 
all summer doing things 
like shoving them in the 
dirt to cut tree roots. You 
are now ashamed to look 
at them. Here is how to 
regain your self-respect: 


A. Use steel wool to 
remove rust and dirt. 


B. Use a set of diamond 
files to hone the edge, 
keeping the file at the 
Same angle as the 
cutting portion of the 
blade. Starting with the 
file at the inside part 
of the blade, use one 
smooth draw to pull 
the file toward the tip 
of the pruners. 


C. Finish with a silicone- 
based lubricant to 
stop rust and dirt from 
gaining a foothold. 


SO) GUIS 


BRANCH 


No, we don't mean emergency 
surgery. But it often happens that a 
major tree branch, through no fault 
of its own, has grown out of bounds 
and needs to be cut off. Mastery of 
the three-cut method is essential to 
ensure that you don’t damage the 
tree in the process and that the tree 
can adequately recover. The first cut 
ensures that when the branch Splits 
fromthe second cut, the trunk is not 
damaged. The third cut removes the 
limb at the branch collar. 


White 
| GHEY 
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eT 


from extreme heat 


Scorching temperatures can kill roots 
just as easily as frigid ones can, If you 
live in an area where the mercury 
regularly tops 100°F, you should 
know how to keep your containers 
cool. Here are two methods: 


>» GROUP THEM TOGETHER. 
This not only raises the relative 
humidity in the immediate area 
but also keeps the sun’s rays from 
baking the pots toward the back 
of the bunch. 


> PUT ONE CONTAINER 
INSIDE ANOTHER. The 
resulting double thickness 
will help insulate the soil. 


i ee ==. 


/-—— Protect containers 


ight), Jennifer Benner; p. 75 


n. bottom left), pp. 75 (bottom) & p. 76 (top), Steve Aitken; p. 74 (ni 


center le 


Stever Cn: 


9} 


7 


Photos (pp. 74- 


The Color Wheel Company 


tstang Hill, except: p. 77, Bob LaPointe; p. 78, courtesy of 


(top): Virginia Smail: c 


i 


Ie 
eM / 
IT : 


EDGEABED a Tit fe ESN 


Nothing makes.a gardener’step back and |) 07." — L FAT oes 
say “ooh” like.a nice, crisp edge.. There are : if 
many ways to do it. Our recommendation: -. / / > 


the Black & Decker Edge Hog. It’s electric, ¢ > / va Pi £NRE 


fast, and efficient—three things we can't | aes ee ; 
say about those half-moon things. ©2068 APO Na I i 


f ‘ : : } Peay Th , yap 07 


Remove a weed —- 
completely 


energy to resprout. Don't leave weed roots behind to rear 


their ugly heads again. If the weed has a long taproot, you 

need to dig the whole thing out. With fibrous root systems, 

the same is true. But getting the whole root may mean wait- 
ig ing for some moist soil that will give up the weed easily. 


lf you weed your garden like a twister tearing through town, ~ 
then you're not doing it right. Whatever root you leave has 

| 

| 
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O7] ) BUY A SHOVEL 


A shovel should be as tall 
as you and suited to your 
purpose. (Hint: lf you don’t 
understand its shape, it’s 
not for you.) The sturdiest 
handles are made of ash 
and the strongest blades 
of forged steel. 


Stake a tree 


Tree staking, a task that should be done only when absolutely necessary, is 
usually done wrong. The goal is not to render the trunk immobile. Quite the 
opposite is true: The trunk needs to move to grow properly. lt is the root-ball 
that needs to remain motionless. One somewhat-flexible stake—attached about 
two-thirds of the way up the trunk with some material that won't wear away | 
the bark—is all that you need. And get rid of it after a year. 


Of ) Determine soil drainage 


The most common requirement listed for plant growth is well- 
drained soil. Before popping any picky plants into your soil, perform 
a percolation test to see how quickly—or slowly—your soil drains. 


> DIG A HOLE, or several holes if you want to test a larger area, 
about a foot deep and half as wide, then fill it with water. 


» LET THE WATER DRAIN COMPLETELY, then fill the 
hole again to see how long it takes for the hole to drain. 


> GET OUT YOUR WATCH. If the water drains less than half an 
inch per hour, you might have poor drainage. A drop of more 
than 2 inches per hour means your soil might actually be too 
well drained. Either of these conditions can be modified by 
adding a few shovelfuls of good compost. 
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ae your “e faa) 
. a VOLUN G SOl 

| j peu oe plants need special conditions. 
| PERI I 7, F Sometimes, you have a bunch of leftover soil ingredi- O ZA, 


ents. And, sometimes, it’s more fun—and easier— 

to make your own soil. The trick is knowing which 

ingredients add nutrients and which improve drain- 
age. Armed with that knowledge, you can whip up | 
a batch of potting soil that will outdo anything you 

could buy in a bag. 


OF ) Divide a perennial 


There are several reasons why you might want to divide a plant. It could 
be outgrowing its allotted space in your garden or dying out in the 
middle from overcrowding, or you might just want to spread it around 
your own garden. No matter what the reason is, dividing is good for most 
plants. In its simplest form, dividing a plant involves a sharp spade and 
some elbow grease. The best times to divide are spring and fall, when 
cooler temperatures are more conducive to a plant's recovery from stress. 


‘\m FOR VIDEOS ON DIVIDING PERENNIALS, 
‘5 GO TO WWW.FINEGARDENING.COM 


OB ) LAY A PATH 


beds and highlight plantings. Whatever material you choose for it, your path will 
be only as good as the base you make for it. Landscape fabric, to keep down 
weeds, and few inches of crushed stone usually do the trick. 


Paths are more than a means for exploring your garden. They can also delineate 


——— 


LANDSCAPE 


__ FABRIC PEA GRAVEL 


CRUSHED STONE 
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O// ) Budget what you buy 


You’re a gardener—it’s in your blood to go a little crazy when it comes to 
plants. Breaking the bank to the point where your spouse has to sell the car 
and ride an old bike to work, however, is never a good idea. Organize plants 
by price before you go shopping to your heart's content. 


> ANNUALS: inexpensive but they don’t last 
> PERENNIALS: long lasting and affordable 
> TREES AND SHRUBS: longest lasting of all but expensive 


Winterize power 
equipment 


There’s nothing more frustrating than a lawn mower that won’t 


start in spring. Proper storage will help it fire up when you need 
it. Here’s how: 


> TAKE CARE OF YOUR GASOLINE. Old gas can cause gunk 
to build up in the carburetor and fuel lines, so add a fuel pre- 
servative or run the engine until it is out of gas. 


> CHANGE THE OIL to keep it from corroding the inside of 
the engine. 

> REMOVE THE SPARK PLUG, and spray WD-40 into the cylin- 
der to absorb any moisture that may have gotten into the pis- 
tons. Crank the engine a few times, then replace the spark plug. 

> REMOVE THE BATTERY if it has one. The battery will gradually 
lose its charge over winter, so remove it, bring it out of the cold, 
and put it on a trickle charger. 


> ADD GREASE to any greased fitting to prevent rust. 


OO MATCH COMPLEMENTARY COLORS 


If you missed a class or two of art theory in college, here’s a 
refresher: Complementary colors are those on opposite sides 
of a color wheel. Why is this important? Creating plantings 
around complementary colors is an easy way to create an 
attractive garden. The next time you’re trying to find the 
perfect buddy for those irises, remember: Red goes with 
green, blue goes with orange, and yellow goes with violet. 
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To know where a path should go; figure out its pur- 
pose: Is it to get from one place to another or to invite 
wandering? Then determine its width and direction: 

A wide path signifies importance, and curves slow 
the journey. Also, watch for natural traffic patterns: 

{f visitors walk over your lawn and through your 
shrubs, that’s where your path should go. 


www.finegardening.com | August 2009 


Oronunciation guide 


80 


|@ 


Agave (ah-GAH-vay), p. 28 
Aliiaria petiolata (al-ee-AlR-ee-ah pet-ee-oh-LAY-tah), p. 11 
Anemone blanda (ah-NEM-oh-nee BLAN-dah), p. 32 


Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (ark-toe-STAF-il-ohs oo-vah-ER-see), 
p. 30 
Artemisia (ar-tem-EE-zsah), p. 12 


=A= 


—B— 
Berberis thunbergii (BER-ber-iss thun-BER-jee-eye), p. 20 
Betula nigra (BET-choo-lah NY-grah), p. 30 


Bouteloua curtipendula (boo-tel-O0-ah kur-tih-PEND-yew-lah), 
p. 26 


=—Cc— 
Colocasia esculenta (kKol-oh-KAY-shah ess-kew-LEN-tah), p. 32 
Cornus alba (KOR-nus Al-bah), p. 64 
Corydalis solida (kor-ID-ah-liss SOL-ih-dah), p. 32 
Corylopsis paucifiora (kor-il-OP-sis poss-ih-FLOOR-ah), p. 32 
Cyclamen hederifolium (SiK-lah-men hed-er-ih-FOE-lee-um), 
p. 32 


=D 
Dicentra (dy-SEN-trah), p. 12 


——E— 
Echinacea purpurea (eh-kih-NAY-shah_ per-per-EE-ah), p. 87 
Engelmannia peristenia (en-ge!-MAN-ee-ah_pair-ih-STEE- 
nee-ah), p. 26 


Eupatorium maculatum (yew-pah-TOR-ee-um mak-yew-LAy- 
tum), p. 44 


=F= 
Forsythia (for-SITH-ee-ah), p. 64 


( 
Galanthus nivalis (gah-LAN-thuss niv-ALL-iss), p. 32 
Glandularia bipinnatifida (gland-yew-LAR-ee-ah by-pin-ah-TIF- 
ih-dah), p. 26 


—H— 
Helianthus maximiliani (hee-lee-AN-thus maks-ih-mil-ee-AH- 
nee), p. 26 

Hibiscus (hy-BlS-kus), p. 32 

Hosta (HOSS-tah), pp. 12, 17 

Hydrangea macrophylla (hy-DRAIN-jah_ mak-roe-Fil-ah), p. 52 
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How do you Say it? Go online to find out. 


To hear the pronunciation of many of the botanical names listed 
in this guide, visit www.finegardening.com/hearlatin, 


Hydrangea paniculata (hy-DRAIN-jah_ pah-nik-yew-LAY-tah), 
p. 64 


Iris (EYE-riss), pp. 12, 32 


—L— 
Leucophyta brownii (lew-koe-FY-tah BROWN-ee-eye), p. 58 
Liatris spicata (\ee-AH-tris spih-KAY-tah), p. 87 
Ligularia dentata (lig-yew-LAR-ee-ah den-TAY-tah), p. 16 
Liriope muscari (lih-RY-oh-pee muss-KAR-ee), p. 12 


—-M— 
Melampodium teucanthum (mel-am-POE-dee-um lew-KAN- 
thum), p. 26 


—N— 
Nicotiana alata (nih-koe-shee-AY-nah ah-LAY-tah), p. 58 


=P 

Pennisetum alopecuroides (pen-ih-SEE-tum al-oh-pek-yur-OY- 
deez), p. 8 

Penstemon ambiguus (PEN-steh-mon am-BIG-yew-us), p. 26 
Phragmites australis (frag-MY-teez oss-TRAL-iss), p. 20 
Phygelius (fy-JEE-lee-us), p. 16 

Podophyilum (poe-doe-FiL-um), p. 86 

Populus tremuloides (POP-yew-lus trem-yew-LOY-deez), p. 30 


—s> 
Salvia farinacea (SAL-vee-ah fair-in-AY-see-ah), p. 87 
Schizachyrium scoparium (skiz-ah-KEER-ee-um sko-PAR- 
ee-um), p. 26 

Sedum (SEE-dum), p. 12 

Solenostemon scutellarioides (sol-en-oh-STEM-on skoot-el-ar- 
ee-OY-deez), p. 48 

Sorghastrum nutans (sor-GAS-trum NEW-tanz), p. 26 

Syringa (sih-RIN-gah), p. 16 


i 
Tiarella cordifolia (tee-ar-EL-ah kor-dih-FOE-lee-ah), p. 10 


-V— 
Vernonia baldwinii (ver-NO-nee-ah bald-WIN-ee-eye), p. 26 


—-W— 
Weigela (wy-JEE-lah), p. 64 


Premier rose gardeners since 1951 


Surround yourself in the luxury 
of your own rose garden! 


C)therspoon 
(Kose Culture 


Premium Rose Bushes ¢ FREE catalog 
www.witherspoonrose.com * 800-643-0315 


CJimeless design. C{ncompromising craftsmanship. 
C7he finest gardensheds, pool houses, green houses, 
storage sheds, pavilions, and solariums. 


Cezicles2d elie 


-) he PEPPER POT FARM ca. 1750 
www.gardensheds.com 


5 ° 
~ Originay Handcra fted Buildings and Folie 


Gardensheds. com Toll: Free: 877-SHEDS-11 | 


reader service no. 4 


Got ‘our r magazines? 


“ 
i 
r 
L 
i 
q 
©2007 The Taunton Preas 


: TEAK BENC. Se 
www. goldenteak:com 


866 689 4041 


reader service no, 33 


RUBBER 
POND 
LINERS 


or EPDM 


20 -YEAR 
WARRANTY 


Our premium rubber pond liners are safe 
for all aquatic life, conform well to curves, 
remain flexible in the coldest weather, and 
withstand long-term sun exposure. We can 
fabricate sheets of any size and shape from 
fish-grade BUTYL rubber, thelinerofchoice 
for water-gardening experts worldwide. We 
also offer fish-grade EPDM rubberina wide 
range of roll and cut sizes at surprisingly 
affordable prices. Other products include 
energy-efficient professional pumps, low- 
maintenance filters, and Liner Protection 
Fabric (to replace sand bedding). 


RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
TECHNOLOGY INC 
2633 N CalvertSt Baltimore, MD 21218 
(800) 477-7724 www.pondtechnology.com 


reader service no. 68 


DEERE 


THE MOST TRUSTED Rag 


> BUSTERS 


RESOURCE FOR DEER FENCING 


CONTROL DEER WITH 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 
DEER FENCE. 


¢ Over 25 Years Expertise 


° MAXIMUM STRENGTH 
Poly Deer Fence 


e FREE Samples 
¢ FREE Shipping on orders over $100 


1.888.422.3337 


www.deerbusters.com 


reader service no. 73 
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find your zone 


The USDA plant hardiness zone map 


The zones stated in Fine Gardening are based on several sources and should be treated as 
general guidelines when selecting plants for your garden. Many other factors may come into play 
in determining healthy plant growth. Microclimates, wind, soil type, soil moisture, humidity, snow, 
and winter sunshine may greatly affect the adaptability of plants. For more information and to 
zoom in on your area, visit the map online at www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html. 


Nich 
Neon 


# native & unusual plants 
@ quality shipping year-round 
grow wild 

with natives! 


‘Catalog on request 919-967-0078 
nt Dawson! Rd, Chapel es NC 27516 


Our harps sing 
in €he breeze! 


Enjoy 
your harp as the centerpiece 
of your garden, patio or deck. 


y Mohican Wind Harps 
builder/designer of outdoor metal harp sculptures 
1 that are played by the breeze! 


Prices $450 and up 

©) Send $2 for catalog or $10 for catalog and CD to: 
+ Mohican Wind Harps 2415 Cr 377. 
Loudonville, Ohio 44842 * 419-368-3415 


www.mohicanwindharps.com 
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Outdoor lights 
handmade from 
wood, stone, 


and copper 


DECORATIVE 
ARCHITECTURAL 
= ARBORS = 


Unique 
ARBOR BRACKETS & LATH 
kiln dried cedar 


Call toll free: 866-217-4476 
www.arborOriginal.com 


Mig. by """AUER-JORDAN ««« USA 


Temperature (C) Temperature (F) 
-45.6 and Below ~% | Below -50 
-42.8 to -45.5 -45 to -50 
-40.0 to -42.7 -40 to -45 
-37.3 to -40.0 -35 to -40 
-34.5 t0 -37.2 -20 to -35 
“31.7 to -34.4 -25 to -30 
28.9 to -31.6 20 to -25 
-26.2 to -28.8 -15 to -20 
-23.4 to -26.1 i =10 to -15 
-20.6t0-23.3 | 6a | -Sto-10 
-17.810-20.5 |) 6b | 010-5 
-15.0 to -17.7 5100 
“12.3 to -15.0 10105 
-9,5 10-122 15 to 10 
-6.7 10 -9.4 be] 20015 
3,9 10-66 25 t0 20 
“1.2 to -3.8 9b 2} 30 t025 
1.6 to-1.1 35 to 30 
4.41017 10b, j 401035 
4.5 and Above 40 and Abave 


See ad index on pages 84-85 for reader service number. 


———__ = PHYSAN '20.— = 


MULTI-DISEASE CONTROL 


FOUNTAINS, ORCHIDS, 
ROSES AND HARDSCAPE 


Ordering and Dealer information: 
Maril Products 


Map: courtesy of the Agricultural Research Service, USDA 


Cost effective and biodegradable 


320 West 6" Street 
Tustin, CA 92780 | 


800-546-7711 | 


www.physan.com _ | 


and how to 
~ care for it! 


www. gardenscribe. com 


1 BaldwinPergolas.com } 
=" We're right in your Backyard! > 


Flaming Kills Weeds 
Saiely & Naturally! 


\WEED DRAGON® Tarch Kit 
The nfm, coat chemical free 
; to kill weeds! 


FIND OUT MORE TODAY! 
1 -800-255-2469 


www.FlameEngineering.com 


PROPANE TORCH KIT. 


classified 


The Classified rate is $6.00 per word, minimum 15 
words, Payment must accompany order. Send to Fine 
Gardening Classified Ads, P.O. Box 5506 Newtown, 
CT 06470-5506. Fax to 203-270-6310, or email to 
ads@taunton.com The deadline for the September/October 
issue is June 4, 2009. 


Plants, Seeds and Nursery Stock 


FRESH CERTIFIED ORGANIC SEED GARLIC, 
Oregon grown Gourmet hardneck /softneck varieties. 
Farm direct, (541) 386-1220. www.hoodrivergarlic.com 


Accessories, Tools and Supplies 


TOUGH GREENHOUSE PLASTICS; pond liners. Re- 
sists hailstones, FREE samples: Box 42FG, Neche, ND 
58265. (204) 327-5540. www.northerngreenhouse.com 


MODULAR GAZEBOS complete the deck and garden 
environment. Design and price online using Vixen Hill's 
proprietary auto-design system. Order factory direct. 
VixenHill.com / 800-423-2766. 


VISIT WWW.DRIPWORKS.COM OR CALL 
800-522-3747 to request a FREE Drip Irrigation Cata- 
log. DripWorks will design a complete irrigation system 
for your landscape. Professional quality products * FREE 
Design Service® Technical Support, 


TOPIARY FRAMES, send SASE for brochure CLIFF 
FINCH’S ZOO, P.O. Box 54, Friant, CA 93626. 
(559) 822-2315. www.topiaryzoo.com 


MILLSTONES 
Perfect for 
Fountains, Patios, 
Door Steps 
lots of sizes & prices 
mainemillstones.com 
_207-633-6091_ 


Fade Resistant Plant Markers 
Largest selection 


‘Rio Samba of markers on the ~ 
Stata web: Free Catalog! 
707, 529-8707 


www.gardenmarker.com 


Unusual 


Inspiring 
Sustainable 
Earth Consclous 
Garden & Home 
THE ROOT OF YOUR HOME 


fromfarmtomarket.com/fg 


SANDY MusH Hers NursERY 
1600 Herbs, Decorative 
Perennials, Trees, 

Scented Geraniums & Natives 
Send $5 for Handbook/Catalog to: 
Dept. TP9, 316 Surrett Cove Rd 

phate NC 28748-5517 
wwvw.sandymushherbs.com 


9°42) We Water Gardening Catalog 
i "Everything to make a Water Garden Pooll 
Grow Water: Lilies William Tricker, Inc.® 


he’ 1890 America’s Oldest Water Garden 
ast Specialists est 1892 


-800-524-3492 


Old Fashioned Cedar Garden Swing 
¥ Curved Seat and Backs 
¥ No Need for Cushions 
Four seat options available in our 
NEW 2 seat madel 
Also available: 
¥ Porch Swings 
¥ Free Brochure 
JUST LIKE IN GRANDMA’S DAY 
1(800) 255-7119 
www.denyllenterprises.ca 


www. Tricker.com 


OVER 1000 ITEMS 
FOR BEEKEEPERS 


Tee 88 Pg Catalog 
1-800-BEESWAX 


www.brushymountainbeefarm.com “Ses 
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‘COMPLETELY. 


Borcle 


www.clematisnursery.com 


We are a quality eco-friendly nursery 
celebrating our 25th year in/business 


217 Argilla/Road; Ipswich, MA\01938| 978-356-3197 


$52.40 PPD. 
17"H x 244"L x 64"W 
2 Lamp 20 Watt Fixture 
VISA/MC/DISCOVER 
FREE CATALOG 
IGS 
P.O. BOX 527-GF 
DEXTER, MI 48130 
Phone (800) 823-5740 
Fax (866) 823-4978 


indoorgardensupplies.com 


varieties of 


pronounced 
Susan & Roger Pi 


propagators & growors of u yb it 


DEER « * RABBITS « ae 


ey 


MOST EFFECTIVE - LONGEST LASTING 
For our DEALER LOCATOR, FAQs, testimonials or 
to order online, visit: www.plantskydd.com 

CALLTOLL FREE 1-800-252-6051 


83 


A . Ji. 


gardeners mart Lane 


You and your plants will love 


Solexx Greenhouses 


PendulousPlants.com 4¥ 
Unusial & Exceptional —_— | } iecvetpooneandiens 


PC aD 


Weeping Oramentals: : ‘ * More space for you and 
| your plants than any other 
= shipped in pot - family business ?: a pe greenhouse on the market 


- garden focal point —- great service ee fe a Y) | og ¢ Large variety of sizes and 
- affordable sizes - quality trees 7 F styles available 


take your garden to the next levell ; Bey ° 10's of gardening products COPPER LANDSCAPE LIGHTS 
Online catalog only ~ lee Send for our free color brochure 
5 Th FREE sample and catalog! Doner Design Inc., Dept FG-809 
Wwww.pendulous com 800-825 oner Design Inc., Dep 
ene pic wah Call 1 1925 2175 Beaver Valley Pike, New Providence, PA 17560 


3740 FN Brooklake Rd NE 
Salem, OR 97303 www.greenhousecatalog.com (717) 786-8891 


ebsites. ao to WWW.Tin r ening.c m/readerservice 


Advertiser Selvice Web Address Advertiser petvice Web Address 
Arbors & Trellises / Fences & Gates Garden Art 
Auer-Jordan 18 www.arbororiginal.com p. 82 Denis Curtiss Sculptor 3 www.deniscurtisssculptor.com p. 19 
Baldwin Pergolas 54 www.baldwinpergolas.com p. 83 From Farm to Market www.fromfarmtomarket.com/fg p. 83 
Bamboo & Rattan 77 www.bambooandrattan.com p.7 Garden Artisans.com 22 www.gardenartisans.com p. 31 
Sycamore Creek 63 www.sycamorecreek.com p. 85 Gary Lee Price Studios 56 www.garyleepnce.com p.7 
Trellis Structures 47 www.trellisstructures.com p. 29 Maine Millstones 59 www.mainemillstones.com p. 83 
Containers, Window Boxes, Markers Maximum, Inc. 36 www.maximum-inc.com p. 33 
Arizona Pottery 10 www.arizonapottery.com p.23 Millstones.com 20 www.millstones.com p. 35 
Auer-Jordan 42 www.arbororiginal.com p. 85 Mohican Wind Harps 74 www.mohicanwindharps.com p. 82 
Garden Markers www.gardenmarker.com p. 83 Greenhouses 
Glamos Wire Products, BC Greenhouse 
Inc. 41 www.glamoswire.com p.7 Builders, Ltd. www.bcgreenhouses.com 9.7 
Lechuza 45 www.lechuza.com p. 25 Florian Greenhouse 25 www. floriangreenhouse. co.t p. 23 
Listo Products 5 www.listoproducts.com p. 29 The Greenhouse Catalog 1 www.greenhousecalaiog.com n. B4 
Education / Travel Greenhouse Mega Store 34 www.greenhousemecasrore.cci not 
Goopersmith’s Hartley Botanic www.hartleybotanic “cm tt 
One-of-a-Kind Tours 15 www.coopersmiths.com p.13 Janco Greenhouses 28 www, jancoinc.cor res 
Garden Scribe 60 www.gardenscribe.com p. 82 Private Garden 30 www. private-garden.. cin ee 
Fertilizers / Soil Products ; Santa Barbara 
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Plant lust 


PLANT LUST IS A COMMON SIDE EFFECT 

of gardening. Even photographs will arouse the 
sleeping beast of acquisition. In darkened lecture 
rooms at flower shows, the audience gives out deep 
sighs when a spectacular floral close-up appears on 
the screen. But I never realized how powerful a plant’s 
charisma could engender plant lust until J attended a 
garden show a few years ago. 

At a slide lecture, J had volunteered to hand out litera- 
ture for a speaker who owned a nearby wholesale nurs- 
ery, which introduces a host of new plants each year. 
After the talk, he thanked me with a small plastic pot. 
A sturdy stalk rose out of the soil, supporting a single 
8-inch-wide leaf that opened like an umbrella, spreading 
its ribs to delicate points. Rich umber patterns mottled 
the leaf with entrancing symmetry. Hello, Podophyllum 
‘Kaleidoscope’—a hybrid form of mayapple. This one 
wouldn't be widely distributed until the following year. 

I collected my prize on the podium, and envy swirled 
around me. “How come she gets to take that?” one 
woman demanded. My benefactor told her that I had 
raised my hand when he asked for a volunteer. “But you 
didn’t ask loud enough,” she responded. “I would have 
done anything for that.” 

Another woman stared at the pot in my hand like a 
Dickensian urchin peering in a bakery window. “I'll give 
you whatever you want for that plant,” she said. She 
was serious. The year before, this mayapple had sold 
for $125.1 debated. I was not yet completely under 
the plant’s spell; I could walk out of the room with a 
pocketful of cash. It seemed a little rude, however, to 
sell my gift right under the former owner's nose. 

As I left the lecture hall, two men stopped me. They 
patted the leaf feeling the slightly ruffled margins 
between their fingers. “You're going to be mugged in 
the parking lot,” one joked. 

I was not mugged but mobbed. In the aisles of the 
garden show, I couldn’t move 15 feet without some- 
one stopping to ask, “What is that plant?,” followed by, 
“Where can I get it?” When I paused, a crowd gathered, 
often reaching out to caress the leaf’s surface. | felt as 
if | were accompanying a movie star. The small plant 
emanated a powerful allure. People from other aisles 
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would change 
direction just 
to check it out. 

In The Botany 
of Desire, 
Michael Pollan 
describes how beauty and chemistry draw 
people to plants. He proposes that, instead of 
regarding the horticultural world as our servants, 
perhaps we should consider ourselves in service to 
the plants. I did feel like a handmaiden. 

Of course, plant lust isn’t restricted to home garden- 
ers. It’s a driving force in the horticultural industry. 
Plant lust sends hunters to faraway countries in the 
back of the beyond, sorting seeds by a 40-watt light- 
bulb. It pushes growers to single out the specimen that 
is shorter, or taller, or more variegated in a field of thou- 
sands. It propels countless hybrid crosses, the search for 
next year’s head-turning star that will make gardeners 
say, “I’ve got to have that.” 

Surrounded by admirers, I carried this enticing 
Madonna/Monroe/Garbo to my car, turning down 
more offers of sale. The parking attendant, an obvious 
hortaholic with a flat of different varieties collected 
next to his cashier’s window, called out, “I'll trade you 
all I got for that.” 

But, by that point, | couldn't consider parting with 
my charming mayapple celebrity. As one man had 
commented on the way out, “If you have one of those 
in your garden, you're somebody.” 

Perhaps I was somebody, at least until ‘Kaleidoscope’ 
rolled into production. While still touted as “rare and 
unusual,” ‘Kaleidoscope’ now sells for less-stratospheric 
prices. It has even been followed by the more vigorous 
P. ‘Spotty Dotty’. But I don’t regret turning down the 
big bucks. If | remember to bait for slugs and protect it 
from late spring frosts, ‘Kaleidoscope’ reliably makes its 
appearance to remind me of my moment as a horticul- 
tural groupie. With leaves up to 20 inches wide, my star 
still draws garden visitors to its woodland setting—and 
that’s priceless. 


—Mary Kate Mackey nurtures her 


Photo: courtesy of Terra Nova Nurseries 


horticultural treasures in Eugene, Oregon. 


iolet’ marsh 
blazing st r (Liatris spicata 
-Floristan Violet’, USDA 
Hardiness Zones 4-9) 


2 Pur E ple coneflower- 
(Echinacea purpurea cv., 
Zones 3-9) 

. (3) Mealycup sage (Salvia 
farinacea, Zones 8-11) 


CONDITIONS) Full sun; well- 
drained soil 


"Designed by Teresa Burton at Longfellow 
’ Gardens in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Photo by Michelle Gervais 


